COVID-19 and HIV: Weekly Digests
The Children and AIDS Learning Collaborative’s COVID-19 and HIV digest compiles recent knowledge and updates related
to the COVID-19 pandemic of interest to those working on HIV among children, adolescents, and pregnant women. The
selections below represent views of the authors and do not reflect UNICEF positions.
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Issue 12: 10 July 2020
COVID-19 AT THE 23RD INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE (AIDS2020: VIRTUAL)
UNAIDS Report on the Global AIDS
London Study Shows People with
Efforts to Beat the Coronavirus
Epidemic Shows that 2020 Targets
HIV Not at Greater Risk of Severe
Pandemic Could Cause Over 1
Will Not Be Met Because of Deeply
COVID-19 Illness
Million Extra Deaths from Other
Unequal Success; COVID-19 Risks
4 July 2020, aidsmap
Diseases, Experts Warn
Blowing HIV Progress Off Course
6 July 2020, CNN
According to a study from London,
6 July 2020, UNAIDS
people with HIV did not suffer worse According to a new report by the
The AIDS 2020 report by UNAIDS
outcomes after being hospitalized
International AIDS Society, economic
outlines progress on global HIV
with COVID-19. The researchers
shifts and disruptions to health
targets but notes that achievements
noted that after controlling for age
services caused by the COVID-19
have not been made equally within
and other confounding factors,
pandemic could derail progress made
and between countries. The report
people with HIV experienced more
in HIV across the world. Recent
also warns that severe disruptions
rapid improvement than matched
models from the WHO, Stop TB
due to the COVID-19 pandemic can
patients without HIV.
Partnership and Imperial College
set back progress on HIV targets by
London predicted an extra 1 million
See also: ‘HIV may not worsen
ten years or more. See also: ‘AIDS
deaths from HIV, TB and malaria due
COVID-19 outlook’ (Study from US);
report: Kids are lagging and COVIDto these disruptions.
‘HIV raises the risk of death from
19 is harming care’ (AP)
COVID-19 in South Africa’s Western
Cape’ (Study from South Africa)
COVID-19 Knocks HIV Goals
WHO: Access to HIV medicines
COVID-19 Has Had a Major Impact
‘Completely Off Track’
severely impacted by COVID-19 as
on Prep, Sexual Behaviour And
6 July 2020, Healio
AIDS response stalls
Service Provision
6 July 2020, WHO
9 July 2020, aidsmap
The article summarizes four sessions
on the impact of COVID-19 on HIV.
In a survey by the WHO, seventySeveral studies highlighted the
This includes the pandemic’s effects
three countries warned that they are impact of COVID-19 on PrEP use,
on PrEP services, increasing the
at risk of stock-outs of antiretroviral
sexual activity and number of
vulnerability of certain populations,
medicines due to the COVID-19
partners among men who have sex
access to HIV medicines and
pandemic. Twenty four of these
with men in the US and Australia.
inequities seen in both epidemics.
countries specifically reported having Notably, among survey respondents
either a critically low stock of ARVs or in Australia who stopped using PrEP,
See also: COVID-19 forces biggest HIV
disruptions in the supply of these
86 per cent noted COVID-19 as one
conference to go virtual… (TimesLIVE)
life-saving medicines.
of the reasons.
COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Coronavirus: 'Brilliant' opportunity
Unlocking HIV/AIDS Financing
to combat HIV as demand for home during COVID-19
tests rises during lockdown
6 July 2020, Devex
5 July 2020, Sky News
The COVID-19 pandemic is straining
The number of free HIV self-testing
country budgets and raising concerns
kits issued in London was 20 per cent for HIV/AIDS financing, especially for
higher during the first eight weeks of low-income countries that are reliant
the COVID-19 lockdown than the
on foreign aid for their HIV response.
same period last year. In some parts
Total aid volume is expected to
of London, demand for home testing decrease.
kits increased by over 70 per cent.
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19

Support for Uzbek Mothers Living
with HIV
8 July 2020, UNAIDS
In Uzbekistan, maternal health care
providers and HIV care providers are
working to ensure more protections
for mothers and their babies during
the COVID-19 pandemic. UNAIDS and
UNFPA have donated personal
protective equipment to maternal
hospitals.

How Different Countries Have
Handled COVID-19, Ranked
7 July 2020, UN Dispatch

COVID-19 Pandemic in Africa Is Now
Reaching ‘Full Speed’
9 July 2020, AP

Coronavirus: Spanish study casts
doubt on herd immunity feasibility
7 July 2020, BBC

A new report, published by the
Sustainable Development Solutions
Network, ranked countries in the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)
on how well they contained COVID19 and minimized economic damage.
It placed South Korea as the most
effective and the UK as the least.
Bolsonaro Made Brazil a Pandemic
Pariah
7 July 2020, Foreign Affairs

Africa Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention confirmed over
522,000 cases on the continent with
South Africa making up over 224,000
of them. These numbers might be
underestimated because most
testing has been concentrated in
capital cities while infections may
now have spread to other regions.
The Pandemic Could Push Nearly 50
Million More Africans into Extreme
Poverty, Afdb Says
7 July 2020, Devex

A large study recently published in
The Lancet found that only 5 per cent
of the population in Spain developed
antibodies to the novel coronavirus.
The results raise questions about the
feasibility of reaching herd immunity.

While Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro’s pandemic response has
been criticized, some local leaders
are drawing praise because of their
work drawing on Brazil’s universal
public health system, called the SUS,
to mobilize a better response.
COVID-19 AND INEQUALITY
Coronavirus Lockdowns Increasing
HIV Risk to Women and Girls
6 July 2020, Thomson Reuters
Foundation

COVID-19 Pandemic Accelerating
and Global Peak Still to Come: WHO
7 July 2020, France24

The African Development Bank
revised its annual economic outlook
report for the first time. It predicted
that 49.2 million additional people in
Africa may enter extreme poverty by
2021 because of the pandemic.

The WHO noted that 400,000 new
cases of COVID-19 were reported
over the weekend. The outbreak is
accelerating. WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
stressed that we have not reached
the peak of the pandemic.

Study of 17 Million Identifies Crucial
Risk Factors for Coronavirus Deaths
8 June 2020, New York Times

In France, Study Shows Virus Hit
African Immigrants Hardest
8 June 2020, AP

In a new study in Nature, analysis of
more than 17 million people in
England identified older people, men,
racial and ethnic minorities as well as
those with underlying health
conditions as being more vulnerable
to COVID-19.

According to a study by NSEE, the
French government’s statistics
agency, death rates among
immigrants from sub-Saharan Africa
doubled in France and tripled in the
Paris region during the peak of the
pandemic in the area.

UNAIDS highlighted how lockdowns
are increasing the risk of HIV
infections among women and girls
globally. COVID-19 lockdowns affect
education, protection from sexual
violence and access to medical care.
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
Recent publications on the multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children related to SARS-CoV-2 infections include
a small case series from London describing brain damage associated with the syndrome (summary) and an analysis of
the systemic inflammation and antibody responses seen (summary). See:
• Neurologic and radiographic findings associated with COVID-19 infection in children (1 July, JAMA Neurology)
• Mapping Systemic Inflammation and Antibody Responses in Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children
(4 July, pre-print)
The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved an investigational allogenic mesenchymal stem cell product for
the paediatric multisystem inflammatory syndrome. Children aged between 2 months and 17 years may receive one
or two compassionate use doses of a stem cell therapy.
Science described considerations for policies and programmes on reopening schools across the world. All schools in
Kenya will remain closed until January 2021. The government had been providing school programmes on the radio,
television and online since March but as in other countries, access to these resources remain uneven.
According to a report by World Vision, millions more children around the world are being forced into begging and
experiencing hunger due to the pandemic. Meanwhile, an analysis in the Canadian Medical Association Journal notes
that indirect effects of the pandemic on children will have long-term consequences. This includes delayed medical
care and mental trauma. See also: ‘Children could be facing long-term health effects indirectly linked to COVID-19’
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Updates on Vaccine Development
The South African Medical Research Council’s Professor Jeffrey Mphahlele discusses the features and challenges of
the first COVID-19 vaccine trial in the country. In the UK, Imperial College’s Professor Robin Shattock discusses the
experimental RNA vaccine candidate with ‘cautious optimism.’ A recent survey in the study suggests that nearly one
in six British adults would refuse the COVID-19 vaccine after it becomes available.
The US National Institutes of Health established a new clinical trials network that will enroll thousands of volunteers
in clinical trials for COVID-19 vaccines and monoclonal antibodies. The US government also committed $2 billion to
Novovax Inc. and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals Inc. for vaccine development and manufacturing treatment.
Meanwhile, POLITICO featured the dangers of international competition to develop a novel coronavirus vaccine and
the WHO published landscape documents of COVID-19 vaccine candidates.
Treatment Updates: Hydroxychloroquine, Lopinavir-Ritonavair, Remdesivir

The WHO said on Saturday that it was discontinuing trials of hydroxychloroquine and combination HIV drug
lopinavir/ritonavir for patients hospitalized with COVID-19 based on results showing a failure to reduce mortality. A
study from China published in the Journal of Medical Virology indicated that the use of lopinavir/ritonavir is
associated with pneumonia resolution for patients with COVID-19.
The European Commission allowed authorization for remdesivir to treat COVID-19. A case report from The Hague
spotlighted concerns on liver toxicity linked to remdesivir.
South Africa will be looking at African herbs and formulations for treating COVID-19, particularly through the work of
the newly-established Natural Indigenous Products Fund.
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
We Can’t End AIDS Without Fighting Reckoning with Mortality: Global
The global AIDS meeting, the
Racism
health, HIV, and the politics of data
Woodstock of science gatherings,
9 July 2020, The Atlantic
3 July 2020, The Lancet
goes virtual amid COVID-19
Elton John writes about racial disparities
seen in the HIV epidemic as well as
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and
urges a stronger focus on addressing
racism and inequality.

The authors describe the politics of data,
such as the type of data collected, for
what use and by whom. A lesson from
HIV is that to reduce mortality, a more
robust approach to tracking is needed.

2 July 2020, Science

Opinion: Ensuring services for
people with advanced HIV disease
— more important than ever

Women are most affected by
pandemics — lessons from past
outbreaks

Disease and the disorder in the
COVID-19 crisis

3 July 2020, Devex

8 July 2020, Nature

Patients with advanced HIV disease are
more likely to be affected by pandemicrelated HIV service delivery disruptions.
In addition, because HIV testing services
have been affected, new HIV diagnoses
are delayed and risks of developing
advanced HIV disease are increasing.

The authors note that, like during the
Ebola and Zika outbreaks, the social and
economic impacts of COVID-19 will
impact women harder than men.
Women’s socio-economic security is
being challenged across the world, and
governments need to take action.

The commentary discusses narratives
that shame and stigmatize those affected
by a disease. These serve to further
historical inequities and prevent
equitable access to health care. These
narratives seen during the HIV epidemic
and its response are again emerging as a
feature of the COVID-19 pandemic.

How the coronavirus pandemic
impacts HIV patients

The forgotten pandemic—the fight
against HIV continues

HIV, COVID-19 and the importance
of public health

8 July 2020, DW

8 July 2020, The Economist

8 July 2020, The Hill

In a video interview, an expert HIV
researcher discusses the pandemic’s
impact on the supply chain of
antiretroviral medicines for HIV.

In a segment of the Economist Radio, the
Director of HIV programmes at WHO
outlines the impact of COVID-19 on
access to HIV medications.

An infectious disease physician writes
about the need to have a strong public
health system to maintain HIV testing
and treatment services.

HIV and SARS CoV-2 Co-Infection: A
retrospective, record based, case
series from South India

Multimonth Dispensing of
Antiretroviral Therapy for HIV

RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Attendance to HIV Antiretroviral
Collection Clinic Appointments
During COVID-19 Lockdown. A Single
center study in Kigali, Rwanda

In this interview, infectious disease
physician Anton Pozniak discusses
AIDS2020: Virtual, the impact of COVID19 on HIV science and the focus of the
conference.

6 July 2020, Mail and Guardian

1 July 2020, The Lancet HIV

7 July 2020, Journal of Medical Virology

This letter discusses the
In this letter from Tamil Nadu, India,
implementation of multimonth
This single center study examined
the authors describe characteristics
dispensing of ART for HIV. While
attendance at clinic appointments for of six people living with HIV with
these recommendations were made
collecting ART during the lockdown in SARS-CoV-2 co-infection. All patients earlier, reducing the number of refills
Kigali, Rwanda. Factors associated
were hospitalized but did not have
has been especially relevant in the
with attendance included place of
coronavirus-related complications
context of COVID-19.
residence and WHO clinical stage.
and were discharged after recovery.
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/COVID19
RESOURCES
Start Free Stay Free AIDS Free - 2020 Children, HIV and AIDS: How will
HIV2020 Plenary: Communities
report
progress be impacted by COVID-19?
Reclaiming the Global Response
25 June 2020, AIDS and Behavior

7 July 2020

July 2020

VIDEO 6 July 2020

This report from UNAIDS shows that
while much progress has been made
on global HIV targets, progress on
eliminating new infections and
preventing AIDS-related deaths
among children is lagging.
COVID-19 and HIV: A tale of two
pandemics

UNICEF notes that while recent data
shows that the gap in HIV service
delivery for pregnant women and
children have been steadily closing,
pandemic-related service disruptions
threaten to reverse this progress.
AIDS 2020: Virtual DAILY - Episode
One ft. Dr Anthony Fauci &
Community Members

Hosted online as a community-led
event, HIV2020 opened with a
plenary on the importance of
community engagement and
leadership in the HIV response and in
the global response to COVID-19.
Take as Directed / Coronavirus Crisis
Update

VIDEO 6 July 2020

The CSIS Global Health Policy Center
highlights global perspectives and
analysis on COVID-19, including a
discussion on South Africa’s COVID-19

6 July 2020

This report from the International
AIDS Society outlines how COVID-19
disrupts the HIV response and makes
recommendations for policy makers,

During AIDS2020: Virtual, daily videos
feature HIV science and community
leaders. In this episode, NIAID’s

PODCAST May-July 2020

healthcare providers, researchers,
communities and funders.

Anthony Fauci discusses the impact of response and its impact on those
COVID-19 on HIV research and care.
living with HIV.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• 10-11 July 2020: The International AIDS Society presents a Virtual COVID-19 Conference on breaking
research, policy analysis and frontline experience. Multiple times, free of charge >> More
• 15 July 2020: Devex and CDC Group is hosting a discussion on women’s economic empowerment and
livelihoods in the context of the pandemic. 9am ET | 3pm SAST >> More

Issue 11: 3 July 2020
COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Learning from People with HIV:
Delivery of PrEP at Home in the
Their Insights are Critical to Our
Republic of Moldova
Response to the Intersecting COVID- 30 June 2020, UNAIDS
19 and HIV Pandemics in Africa
In Moldova, the GENDERDOC-M
30 June 2020, AIDS and Behavior
Information Center is supporting the
In this field report from East Africa,
delivery of pre-exposure prophylaxis
people living with HIV and HIV care
(PrEP) to homes during the
providers note the impacts of COVID- lockdown. More than 90 people have
19 and innovative solutions that are
received PrEP deliveries so far.
being used to continue HIV care.
Update on Western Cape Data:
Old Lessons, New Pandemic: ‘We
People with HIV have small
showed up to do COVID-19 testing &
increased risks from COVID-19
communities told us to pack our
26 June 2020, i-Base
bags’
22 June 2020, Bhekisisa
The routine public sector data
presented by the Western Cape
In South Africa, HIV prevention
Department of Health in a webinar in projects that supported voluntary
June was updated and published this medical male circumcision pivoted to
week. In the paper, the authors
the COVID-19 response. When
added a sensitivity analysis to assess adapting to these services, building
unmeasured confounding that could community trust and battling
impact the association between HIV
misinformation remained most
and COVID-19.
important.
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Africa's Unsung Army of Women
Coronavirus Is Battering Africa’s
Wage War on COVID-19
Growing Middle Class
26 June 2020, Reuters
29 June 2020, New York Times
Community health workers, who are
mostly women, have been integral in
providing support and health services
to families living in remote villages
and urban slums who lack formal
support. These women are now
essential foot soldiers of the COVID19 response in many countries.
Impacts of COVID-19
Disproportionately Affect Poor and
Vulnerable: UN
30 June 2020, UN News
UN chief António Guterres noted
COVID-19 impacts on the most
vulnerable: people living in poverty,
women and children, persons with
disabilities and other marginalized
groups. He called for recovery plans
that prioritize those at risk and
expand universal social protection.
Companies Have Raised Prices on
245 Drugs during Pandemic,
Advocacy Group Says
29 June 2020, The Hill
According to a report by the Patients
for Affordable Drugs, pharmaceutical
companies raised prices on 245 drugs

The pandemic is threatening the
growth of Africa’s middle class.
About 170 million people among the
1.3 billion in the region are now
classified as middle class. According
to the World Data Lab, about 8
million of them could be pushed into
poverty because of the pandemic.
In Midst of COVID Chaos, One Latin
American Nation Gets It Right
30 June 2020, Bloomberg
Uruguay has not had more than 100
active cases at a time in almost a
month. The country reopened most
schools and began a phased restart
of the economy. In addition to early
decisions to take action and close
borders, Uruguay has been served
well by the decades of investments in
health care and social programmes.
Despite COVID Surge, Mexico Avoids
Overwhelmed Hospitals
1 July 2020, AP
Mexico chose to invest in expanding
hospital beds early in the crisis rather
than in testing. Beds are now widely
available, despite the country having

COVID-19 and HIV: What you need
to know
29 June 2020, POZ
This feature story discusses the
impact of COVID-19 on people living
with HIV, including: the evidence on
risks and protection, immune system
response and the importance of
continuing HIV treatment and care.
Adapting Community-Based Services
during COVID-19
25 June 2020, aidsmap
GAT Portugal provides peer-led HIV
and sexual health services in addition
to conducting advocacy. In the
context of the pandemic, GAT
adapted its services to include more
online service delivery. GAT also took
temperatures, asked patients about
COVID-19 symptoms and offered
services by appointment only.

COVID-19 Casts a Shadow Over
Progress on TB
29 June 2020, aidsmap
COVID-19 response measures have
affected TB programmes and other
non-COVID care. Barriers include
strained health systems, patients’
fear of acquiring infection and
disruptions due to restricted travel.

Singapore Hands Out COVID-19
Contact Tracing Devices to
Vulnerable Seniors
30 June 2020, CGTN
Singapore is issuing wearable devices
for COVID-19 contact tracing to
vulnerable seniors. The Bluetoothenabled device will prompt warnings
if an individual has close contact with
someone with COVID-19. To allay
privacy concerns, the device has no
GPS or internet connectivity.
CDC: Age nothing but a number for
COVID-19
25 June 2020, MedPage Today
The CDC published data on pregnant
women with COVID-19. Pregnant
women were 5.4 times more likely to
be hospitalized and 1.5 times more

since the first COVID-19 case in the
US. Sixty-one of those drugs are
being used to treat COVID-19; price
hikes are on par with increases in the
last two years.

nearly three times more deaths than
predicted. Mexico has reported more
than 26,000 deaths from COVID-19,
though this could be an undercount
due to the low testing rate.

likely to receive intensive care versus
non-pregnant women. The authors
noted that the differences may be
due to closer medical surveillance of
pregnant women.

In Haiti, Coronavirus Spreads in
Slums, Showing Challenge for Latin
America
28 June 2020, SwissInfo

COVID-19 Infection Rate in Rio's
Favelas Far Exceeds Official Count, A
New Study Says
25 June 2020, NPR

Coronavirus’ Invisible Victims:
Children in monetary poor
households
30 June 2020, Save the Children

In Haiti, coronavirus cases are
A survey carried out by Rio de
Analysis from Save the Children and
increasingly spreading into poor,
Janeiro’s mayor and the Brazilian
UNICEF released at the end of May
densely-packed neighborhoods.
Institute of Public Opinion and
found that even before the
Residents are largely in the informal
Statistics showed coronavirus
pandemic, 586 children were living in
labor sector, which has been most
infections in almost 1 in 4 of those
monetary poor households globally.
affected by the COVID-19 response.
tested in some favelas. The findings
Projections on the economic impact
Many in these neighborhoods cannot indicate that case rates are much
for 2020 show an even gloomier
afford to quarantine or meet the
higher than the currently confirmed
picture, predicting a rise of 90 to 117
recommended hygiene guidelines.
3,600 cases in these same areas.
million children suffering poverty.
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
The New England Journal of Medicine published two new studies from US-based research groups on the multisystem
inflammatory syndrome in children:
• Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in U.S. Children and Adolescents (29 Jun, NEJM)
• Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children in New York State (29 Jun, NEJM)
See also: editorial (NEJM) and summary (STAT)
Other discussions on the syndrome include:
• Kids' Brains Affected by COVID-Linked Inflammatory Syndrome (1 July, MedPage Today)
• Paging Dr. Hamblin: Are Kids Really Spared From the Coronavirus? (1 July, The Atlantic)
An analysis by the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health suggested that at least nine children died because of
lockdown-related delays in getting medical treatment, which is higher than the six children who died from COVID-19.
A recent study added to the evidence that severe COVID-19 among children is rare; children diagnosed with COVID-19
generally experience mild disease with fewer deaths. The cohort study in the Lancet Child and Adolescent Health
included 582 children across 25 European countries. A review in EClinicalMedicine of 7,780 paediatric patients across
131 studies also suggested that children with COVID-19 are more likely to have good outcomes compared to adults.
In the UK, the government released plans to reopen schools, colleges and nurseries in September, including
guidelines to reduce risks. The American Academy of Pediatrics released guidance on school reopening that stressed
the fundamental role of schools in children’s health and well-being, and in addressing racial and social inequity.
Starting 6 July, about 6 million students are expected to return to school in South Africa under the country’s phased
reopening plan. In Kenya, experts suggested reopening primary and secondary schools in January while Nigeria has
decided to reopen schools only for students in graduating classes.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Updates on Vaccine Development
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) in the US released guidance for approving a COVID-19 vaccine, including a
condition that the vaccine must be at least 50 per cent more effective than a placebo in preventing disease. As the
first clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine began in Africa, some people are protesting due to concerns that the trials
will include people who are not aware of all risks. See also: Crafting a framework for Africa's COVID-19 vaccine access
Efforts to speed up manufacturing are also continuing. The Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness and Innovation
(CEPI) is buying 100 million glass vials and identifying manufacturers with capacity to produce four billion vaccine
doses per year. Brazil announced an agreement with Oxford and AstraZeneca to produce a vaccine that is currently in
trials; the country will pay $127 million and receive material to produce 30.4 million doses in December and January.
Treatment Updates: Hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir, Lopinavir-Ritonavair
A global trial to examine whether hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine can prevent COVID-19 is set to restart after
being approved by the British regulatory body, Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (Reuters).
The US announced that it will secure access to more than 500,000 treatment courses of remdesivir and faced
criticism from experts who are concerned about how this deal affects availability of the drug elsewhere. The UK
noted that it has enough supplies currently to treat hospitalized patients. Meanwhile, Gilead in an open letter set the
price for governments of developed countries at $390 per vial and for U.S. private insurance at $520 per vial,
amounting to $2,340 and $3,120 respectively for a typical treatment course of remdesivir (AP).
HIV drugs lopinavir-ritonavir demonstrated no clinical benefit in hospitalized COVID-19 patients in the UK. The
RECOVERY trial found no difference in mortality, length of hospital stay or the risk of being put on a ventilator
between 1,596 patients who were given lopinavir-ritonavir for COVID-19 and the control group. (Reuters)
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS

Generation Coronavirus?

Youth Need to Be Central to
Government’s Policymaking

How HIV/AIDS Changed the World

This editorial discusses the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic and its effects on
children and adolescents. Disruptions
stand to affect young people’s health
and well-being in the long term.

29 June 2020, Mail & Guardian

This commentary presents the enduring
effects of the HIV epidemic and lessons
learned from the HIV response for the
global community, especially in the
context of COVID-19.

Q&A: UNFPA chief on harmful
practices against girls during the
pandemic

Q&A: Henrietta Fore's biggest
concerns about coronavirus and
children

Is COVID-19 Different in People with
HIV?

30 June 2020, Devex

30 June 2020, Devex

The Executive Director of UNFPA Natalia
Kanem noted links between lockdowns
and coercion of girls into sexual activity
as well as early marriages. Harmful
practices against girls are projected to
rise if interventions are delayed.

The Executive Director of UNICEF
Henrietta Fore listed five concerns she
sees as most important to address for
children in the context of COVID-19:
immunization, nutrition, remote
learning, water and mental health.

The author presents a summary of the
current evidence on COVID-19 among
individuals living with HIV and those
without HIV. The early evidence is largely
from small studies and definitive results
are still awaited.

27 June 2020, The Lancet

RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Incidence and Severity of COVID-19
in HIV-Positive Persons Receiving
Antiretroviral Therapy
26 June 2020, Annals of Internal
Medicine
In this study from Spain, individuals
on ART with the nucleotide reverse
transcriptase inhibitors (NRTIs)
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate
(TDF)/emtricitabine (FTC) had lower
risk of COVID-19 than those receiving
other types of ART. See also, for a
discussion and summary: aidsmap
SARS‐CoV‐2 and HIV Coinfection:
Clinical experience from Rhode
Island, United States
19 June 2020, Journal of International
AIDS Society

Activate Change Drivers, a network of
young advocates in South Africa,
discusses the importance of young
people in policymaking for COVID-19.

COVID-19 and People with HIV
Infection: Outcomes for hospitalized
patients in New York City
28 June 2020, Clinical Infectious
Diseases
The researchers in New York
compared outcomes of COVID-19
among people living with HIV and a
matched comparison group without
HIV. There was no difference in
COVID-19 severity on admission by
HIV status for the 88 patients
included in the study.
Clinical Outcomes and Immunologic
Characteristics of COVID-19 in
People with HIV
30 June 2020, Journal of Infectious
Diseases

25 June 2020, The Economist

28 June 2020, Journal Watch

Disproportionate Burden of COVID19 Among Racial Minorities and
Those in Congregate Settings Among
a Large Cohort of People With HIV
25 June 2020, Clinical Infectious
Diseases
The authors examined characteristics
of people living with HIV with COVID19 in Massachusetts. About 77 per
cent of people with HIV hospitalized
with COVID-19 were Black or Latinx.
Nearly half of patients included had
exposure to congregate settings.
Outcomes of a Rapid Adolescent
Telehealth Scale-Up During the
COVID-19 Pandemic
30 June 2020, Journal of Adolescent
Health

The authors present clinical
experience of HIV and SARS‐CoV‐2
coinfection from Rhode Island, US.
The paper describes 27 people living
with HIV treated for COVID-19; the
clinical findings suggest COVID‐19
presents similarly for people living
with HIV and those without HIV.

The retrospective chart review from
The paper describes the scale-up of
New York City examined
adolescent telehealth programmes in
characteristics and outcomes of
response to COVID-19 at the
people living with HIV with COVID-19. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
Those who died were more likely to
US. Six per cent of video visits were
require intensive care and ventilator
for HIV treatment. Patients who were
support. There was no difference in
non-white had lower visit rates than
mortality by age, sex, duration of HIV white patients.
infection or presenting CD4 count.
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/COVID19
RESOURCES
United Nations Comprehensive
COVID-19: What Paediatric HIV
Strategic Leveraging of HIVST in
Response to COVID-19: Saving lives,
Programmes Need to Know COVID-19 Pandemic
WEBINAR 30 June 2020
protecting societies, recovering
Planning for reopening
WEBINAR
29
June
2020
better
PSI hosted a discussion on adapting
25 June 2020

UNICEF’s Children and AIDS Learning
HIV self-testing to the COVID-19
This report is an overview of the UN
Collaborative hosted a webinar on
pandemic. Case studies from
response to COVID-19, recounting
COVID-19, children, pregnant women Vietnam, Ukraine, Zambia and West
key guidance, lessons and support so and HIV. It included research updates, Africa were presented.
far. It also outlines the path forward
global guidance, implications for HIV
to ensure no one is left behind and
service delivery and frontline
vulnerabilities are addressed.
perspectives from South Africa.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• 6-10 July 2020: The 23rd International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2020: Virtual) will be hosted online. Multiple
times. Explore the Roadmap to find events on children, adolescents and pregnant women >> More
• 10-11 July 2020: The International AIDS Society presents a Virtual COVID-19 Conference on breaking research,
policy analysis and frontline experience. Multiple times, free of charge >> More

Issue 10: 26 June 2020
COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Global Fund COVID-19 Report:
ICAP in Nigeria Supports People
Deaths from HIV, TB and Malaria
Living with HIV During National
Could Almost Double in 12 Months
COVID Lockdowns
Unless Urgent Action is Taken
22 June 2020, ICAP
24 June 2020, Global Fund
ICAP at Columbia University features
A new report by the Global Fund
its work in Nigeria to maintain stable
estimates that countries affected by
supply lines for ART during the
HIV, tuberculosis and malaria need
lockdown for COVID-19. This
US $28.5 billion to protect progress
included setting up ART pickup
achieved in the fight against HIV, TB
locations closer to patients,
and malaria in the past two decades. mobilizing community health
Estimates suggest deaths from HIV,
workers for in-person and virtual HIV
TB and malaria could as much as
support services at home, and
double with overwhelmed systems,
facilitating the delivery of bulk
disrupted programmes and diverted
quantities of HIV medications.
resources. See also: The Telegraph
Survey Shows That Many People
Lack Multimonth HIV Treatment in
Latin America
22 June 2020, UNAIDS

We Must Not Forget Our Mission to
End AIDS in Children, Mothers, and
Families
22 June 2020, EGPAF

COVID-19 Could Affect the
Availability and Cost of
Antiretroviral Medicines, but the
Risks can be Mitigated
22 June 2020, UNAIDS
An analysis of generic antiretroviral
medicines in low- and middle-income
countries signals disruptions due to
COVID-19. Barriers to the value chain
and the economic impact of the
pandemic could hinder adequate
stocks of HIV medicines in the next
few months. UNAIDS presented
recommendations for countries and
manufacturers to maintain
production and distribution of
generic antiretroviral drugs.
SA ‘Can’t Afford’ to Default on
Three-in-One HIV Pill
22 June 2020, Health-E News

The South African National Aids
In a recent survey, 5 out of 10
The Kenya country director of the
Council’s (SANAC) Civil Society Forum
respondents from Latin America and Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
highlighted the importance of ensure
the Caribbean reported difficulties in Foundation discusses how HIV
ART access is maintained during the
obtaining ART. Less than 2 out of 10
programmes and service provision in national lockdown. The organization
people had medications delivered to the country have adapted to the new and its partners are working to
their homes. The survey included
constraints set by the COVID-19
ensure individuals living with HIV
2300 people from 28 countries.
pandemic.
continue to access treatment.
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
African Countries Unite to
Women, babies at risk as
Shifting Front Lines in
With over 250,000 Cases,
Create 'One Stop Shop' to
COVID-19 disrupts health
West Africa
Misinformation Is
Lower Cost of COVID-19
services, World Bank
17 June 2020, Think Global Compromising Africa’s
Tests And PPE
warns
Health
COVID-19 Response
22 June 2020, The Guardian 24 June 2020, Reuters
22 June 2020, Quartz Africa
Community health
Countries in Africa united
The World Bank’s Global
promoters are key in
Health workers in many
to create the Africa Medical Financing Facility
protecting vulnerable
countries increasingly have
Supplies Platform, which is highlighted pandemicpopulations during the
to combat misinformation
a one-stop shop to acquire related disruptions in
COVID-19 response in
on COVID-19. In a survey,
COVID-19 test kits,
health services for women
Nigeria. The frontline
around three-quarters of
protective equipment and
and children, including for
health workers also played respondents in Kenya and
vaccines when they are
neonatal and maternity
a critical role in community South Africa reported
ready for use across the
care, reproductive health
response during the Ebola
being unable to detect fake
continent.
and immunizations.
outbreak in 2014.
news on the internet.
Key Health Services in
8 Hospitals in 15 Hours: A
Latin America and
Coronavirus Infections Pick
Africa Disrupted by
pregnant woman’s crisis in Caribbean Pass 100,000
Up Speed Across Africa
Pandemic: WHO chief
the pandemic
COVID-19 Deaths
22 June 2020, The
24 June 2020, France 24
21 June 2020, New York
24 June 2020, Al Jazeera
Telegraph
Times
Speaking at a virtual
In Latin America and the
The African region passed
conference hosted by the
As India reports increasing Caribbean, more than
300,000 cases and 8,000
Africa Centers for Disease
numbers of new infections, 100,000 people died of
deaths last Sunday. While
Control and Prevention,
the country’s strained and
COVID-19 by Tuesday;
the numbers are still low,
WHO’s Tedros Adhanom
underfunded health care
more than half of deaths
experts note that the pace
Ghebreyesus noted that
system is struggling. A
were in Brazil. There are
of spread is accelerating in
COVID-19 is affecting key
database of recent deaths
now 2.1 million cases in
many parts of the
health services including
reveals that many people
the region, mostly in Brazil, continent.
for malaria and HIV, and
have died after being
Mexico, Peru and Chile. See
threatens progress made.
denied critical care.
also: BBC
COVID-19 AND INEQUALITY

In Conflict-Hit Countries,
Coronavirus Testing May Not Reach
Women
24 June 2020, Thomson Reuters
Foundation
Analysis from the International
Rescue Committee suggests that
women are accessing COVID-19
testing and care at lower rates than
men, especially in conflict-hit areas.
The WHO also noted that fewer than
half of COVID-19 cases reported from
around the world include sex and age
disaggregation.

Racism Drives Inequities in COVID19, House Panel Told
22 June 2020, MedPage Today
Public health experts speaking at a
panel in the US House of
Representatives highlighted the role
of systemic racism in the
disproportionately high rates of
COVID-19 among Black Americans.
Their worse outcomes may be driven
by differences in access to health
services, implicit biases within the
health system, limited participation
in clinical trials, and differences in the
social determinants of health.

Policing of European Covid-19
Lockdowns Shows Racial Bias –
Report
24 June 2020, The Guardian
An Amnesty International report
examining physical distancing
measures for COVID-19 in 12
European countries showed that
minority ethnic groups are facing
harsher enforcements. It concludes
that the pandemic is contributing to
increased “marginalisation,
stigmatisation and violence”.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
Updates on the multisystem inflammatory syndrome affecting children related to SARS-CoV-2 infection include:
• COVID-19 Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Three Teenagers with Confirmed SARS-CoV-2 Infection
(Journal of Medical Virology)
• ACR Unveils Guidance for Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children with COVID-19 (Healio)
A study in The Lancet measuring antibodies to estimate infection rates in Geneva, Switzerland suggests that children
and older adults are less likely to show evidence of past SARS-CoV-2 infection. Compared to positive tests in 10 per
cent of adults aged 20-49 years in the study, less than one per cent of children aged 5-9 and just over four per cent of
adults aged over 65 participants tested positive for antibodies.
UNICEF released a new report that highlights the impact of COVID-19 on children in South Asia. According to ‘Lives
upended: How COVID-19 threatens the futures of 600 million South Asian children’, the pandemic is unraveling
progress made in health and education for children in the region. An additional 120 million children in South Asia
could be pushed into poverty due to the continuing spread of coronavirus. See summaries in: NPR, CNN
Across the world, COVID-19 is exacerbating barriers to education for vulnerable children, according to a new report
by UNESCO. Even before the pandemic, an estimated 258 million children globally were excluded from education; the
rates of out-of-school primary and secondary school-age children may now be increasing.
Experts have noted that the pandemic is increasing the risks of violence against children in conflict zones, especially
for girls who also face sexual health concerns. According to data from Save the Children, children as well as women in
Venezuela are suffering from a spike in physical, sexual or emotional violence at home during the pandemic.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Updates on Vaccine Development
South Africa began a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine trial this week with a candidate developed by University of Oxford and
AstraZeneca. This is the first coronavirus trial in Africa and includes people living with HIV.
Sanofi Pasteur announced accelerated clinical trials for its vaccine candidate and a new US $425 million deal on a
new partnership for vaccine development.
The WHO set out an allocation plan for COVID-19 vaccines when developed. The framework presented to member
states outlines three groups for priority vaccination: health workers, adults older than 65 and adults with
comorbidities such as cancer, cardiovascular disease, and obesity.
Treatment Updates: Dexamethasone, Hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir
Following promising results with the use of dexamethasone in patients hospitalized with COVID-19, the WHO
encouraged adequate production of the drug in a media briefing this week. The WHO noted that dexamethasone
should only be used under clinical supervision for patients with severe or critical disease; there is no evidence of
effectiveness for mild cases or for preventive use. In fact, experts warned that the drug may be harmful for mild
cases. See also: ‘Dexamethasone and the Recovery Trial’s High-Speed Science’
After new evidence showing no additional benefit and the WHO’s announcement ending its hydroxychloroquine trial
last week, the National Institutes of Health stopped a trial of hydroxychloroquine to treat symptomatic COVID-19.
Gilead Sciences is beginning trials of an inhalable version of remdesivir, an antiviral drug that is currently given
intravenously and thus limited to use in hospital settings. The inhalable version, administered through a nebulizer,
could help support the treatment to be used at various stages of SARS-CoV-2 infection. Meanwhile, industry
watchdogs are discussing fair pricing for the drug.
HIV experts emphasized that claims about the effectiveness of antiretroviral drugs for COVID-19 treatment have a
poor evidence base. Rigorous clinical trials and peer review remain essential despite the urgency of coronavirus R&D.
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
Messaging During COVID-19: What
Opinion: NGOs are withdrawing
Africa: In the fight against COVID-19,
can we learn from previous crises of from Africa when surge capacity is
an unsung continent
20 June 2020, Gates Foundation
infectious disease
needed most
24 June 2020, Maverick Citizen

23 June 2020, Devex

Ensuring good and consistent public
health communication has been
important for the responses to HIV,
TB, Ebola, malaria and influenza. Key
lessons from these experiences
include centering trust, providing
context and combatting stigma.

Action Against Hunger’s Regional
Director Hajir Maalim urges
nongovernmental organizations and
the humanitarian sector at large to
expand its capacity and investment in
addressing COVID-19 and its broader
impacts in Africa.

Opinion: ‘Silent discriminator’ — the
women global data is leaving behind

Challenges and Similarities in HIV,
COVID-19 Crises: A Q&A with
Anthony Fauci, MD

19 June 2020, Devex

Almost all 55 countries in Africa
acted swiftly at the beginning of the
pandemic. The authors note that
they did so despite the greater
economic risks of lockdowns and
restrictions in the continent, and
with more limited resources than the
United States and Europe.
Uganda’s COVID-19 Neglect of
Minorities Is Bad for Everyone
22 June 2020, African Arguments

Experts from the University of Global 16 June 2020, AJMC
The author notes that the Ugandan
Health Equity advocate for more sex
Director of the National Institute of
government’s pandemic response
disaggregated data to understand
Allergy and Infectious Diseases
has systematically excluded religious
and address the impact of COVID-19
Anthony Fauci discusses parallels
minorities, which is not only a threat
on women and prevent aggravating
between the HIV epidemic and
to their rights but also harms
preexisting inequities.
COVID-19.
epidemic control broadly.
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ In a media briefing, the WHO predicted the number of global SARS-CoV-2 cases will surpass 10 million in the
next week, with 900,000 new cases expected in the coming days.
▪ The UN marked Public Service Day by paying tribute to frontline public sector workers for their service.
▪ The World Food Programme highlighted a large funding gap that is threatening the continuation of its aid
flights that is providing relief during the pandemic.
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Coinfection with HIV and SARS-Cov-2 In Wuhan, China:
Outcomes Among HIV-positive Patients Hospitalized
A 12-Person Case Series
with COVID-19
12 June 2020, Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency
12 June 2020, Journal of Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndromes
Syndromes
The researchers conducted a survey about COVID-19 with This retrospective matched cohort study from New York
individuals living with HIV in Wuhan, China. Of 12
compared outcomes among those living with HIV
respondents, ten were on ART; nine of these had mild
hospitalized for SARS-CoV-2 infection and those without
COVID-19 symptoms with quick recovery while one died
HIV hospitalized with the infection. The sample included
early in the outbreak. Two were not on ART until being
21 patients with HIV. No significant differences in
hospitalized with severe COVID-19 symptoms.
presentation, hospital course and outcomes were seen.
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Considerations for HIVST in the
Community-led Responses in the
DSD and CQUIN – Updates from the
Context of COVID-19
Time of COVID – UNAIDS Global
WHO and Global Perspectives
23 June 2020
WEBINAR 23 June 2020
Survey
This technical guide from Unitaid’s
STAR/ATLAS includes case studies
from South Africa, Eswatini and
Kenya and presents best practices on
leveraging HIV self-testing during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Updated Government Guidance on
22 June – Advice from the British HIV
Association (BHIVA) and the
Terrence Higgins Trust (THT)
22 June 2020

24 June 2020

UNAIDS is conducting a global
survey of community-led
organizations and networks who
work in HIV about the impact of
COVID-19 on HIV programming and
new efforts adapting to COVID-19.
Scientific Brief: Breastfeeding and
COVID-19

Representatives of the WHO, CQUIN,
DSD Initiative and the International
Treatment Preparedness Coalition
presented global updates on
differentiated service delivery during
COVID-19 in this webinar hosted by
ICAP at Columbia University and DSD.
PEPFAR Technical Guidance in
Context of COVID-19 Pandemic

23 June 2020

UPDATED 19 June 2020

WHO released a scientific brief with
recommendations for mothers with
suspected or confirmed COVID-19 on
breastfeeding and postnatal care.

Updates to the guidance were made
to reflect re-opening in some settings
and the need for continued attention
for other conditions. New online
resources were also added.

BHIVA updated guidance for people
living with HIV on social distancing
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• 29 Jun 2020: UNICEF’s Children and AIDS Learning Collaborative presents a third webinar on what paediatric
HIV programmes need to know about COVID-19. 9am ET | 3pm SAST >> More
• 30 Jun 2020: PSI hosts a webinar on adapting HIV self-testing to the COVID-19 pandemic with case studies from
Vietnam, Ukraine, Zambia and West Africa. 9 am ET | 3pm SAST >> More
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COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Global Fund Survey: Majority of HIV, Assessing the Impact of the
New HIV Community Group in
TB and Malaria Programs Face
Coronavirus Pandemic Among
Guinea Fighting COVID-19
Disruptions as a Result of COVID-19
Women and Girls Living with HIV in
12 June 2020, UNAIDS
17 June 2020, Global Fund
Asia and the Pacific
In Guinea, the recently-created
15 June 2020, UNAIDS
Survey results of Global FundNational Platform of Civil Society
supported programs across 106
The International Community of
Organizations on HIV and TB is
countries show widespread
Women Living with HIV and AIDS for playing a central role in the
disruptions to HIV, TB and malaria
Asia and the Pacific launched
development of the Ministry of
service delivery due to COVID-19.
a survey to assess the impact of the
Health’s contingency plan to reduce
Among HIV programs, 85 per cent
pandemic among women and girls
the impact of COVID-19 on health
reported disruptions.
living with HIV in Asia and the Pacific. services, particularly HIV services.
HIV and TB Increase Death Risk from We Cannot Ignore Other Diseases
Impact of COVID-19 on Mental
COVID-19, Study Finds—But Not by
like TB and HIV - Health Minister
Health and Quality of Life of Young
Much
12 June 2020, IOL
Key Populations and Young People
15 June 2020, Science
Living with HIV in Asia and the
South African Health Minister Zweli
Pacific
According to preliminary data from
Mkhize noted that as the country
12 June 2020, UNAIDS
the Western Cape, living with HIV or
battles the pandemic, the healthcare
active TB increases the likelihood of
system should not lag behind in
The Interagency Task Team (IATT) on
dying from COVID-19. But neither
addressing diseases such as TB and
young key populations in Asia and
HIV nor TB are “major” risk factors
HIV. Minister Mkhize stressed the
the Pacific released a second set of
for COVID-19, noted public health
importance of long-lasting
findings from its survey assessing the
expert Mary-Ann Davies. The analysis investments in the health system.
needs of young key populations
controlled for some but not all
during COVID-19. Pandemic-related
known COVID-19 risk factors like
uncertainty is increasing levels of
obesity, and smaller studies in other
stress and anxiety among young key
low-prevalence countries have not
populations and impacting their
found a higher mortality risk for
mental well-being.
people living with HIV.
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Global Coronavirus Cases
Coronavirus Death Rate Is
World Bank Has 'Stretched'
Thailand, Malaysia,
Reach over 8 Million as
Higher for Those with
Its Capacity in Coronavirus
Vietnam... How Some
Outbreak Expands in Latin
Chronic Ills
Response, Malpass Says
Countries Kept COVID
America
16 June 2020, AP
16 June 2020, Devex
at Bay
16 June 2020, Reuters
14 June 2020, The
According to a new Centers
World Bank President David
Guardian
Global cases of the novel
for Disease Control and
Malpass noted, “we’ve
coronavirus reached over 8
Prevention report, people
stretched the capacity of the Experts say that by
million on Monday.
with underlying conditions
bank in the commitments
acting quickly and
Infections surged in Latin
such as heart disease and
that we’ve made”. The bank
drawing on established
America and the US while
diabetes were hospitalized
has currently deployed $14
systems from past
China saw fresh outbreaks.
six times as often and died
billion for emergency
epidemics, some
The outbreak is growing
twelve times as often as
response in 100 countries
countries in Southeast
fastest in Latin America,
others without underlying
and committed to mobilize
Asia avoided large
now 21 per cent of all cases. conditions with COVID-19.
$160 billion in 15 months.
outbreaks.
The Pandemic Claims New
LMICs Will Face 'Extreme
Slowing the Coronavirus Is
Around 9% of GuineaVictims: Prestigious Medical Strain' on Health Systems
Speeding the Spread of
Bissau health workers
Journals
Despite Younger
Other Diseases
have been infected
14 June 2020, New York
Populations
14 June 2020, New York
with COVID-19
Times
12 June 2020, Imperial
Times
17 June 2020, Reuters
College
There is alarm that the rush
After pandemic-related
More than 170 of
for SARS-CoV-2 research is
A new analysis suggests that disruptions to immunization, Guinea-Bissau’s 2,000
undermining peer review
the protective effects of
diphtheria, cholera,
health workers have
and threatening medical
young populations in lowpoliovirus and measles is
new coronavirus
journals’ credibility. See
and middle- income
reappearing in many
infections, according to
also: Science will never be
countries are offset by more countries.
the WHO.
the same after COVID-19
strained health systems.
African States Contribute
Why Coronavirus Has
Maternal Health and COVID- African Countries
$61m to Africa CDC to Fight Placed Millions More Girls
19: The race to avert a long- Scramble to Ramp up
COVID-19
at Risk of FGM
term crisis
Testing for COVID-19
17 June 2020, New Vision
16 June 2020, The Guardian 12 June 2020, Devex
16 June 2020, Scientific
American
African countries and the
Due to pandemic-related
Organizations are working to
private sector contributed
disruptions, two million girls ensure funding and

$61 million for the Africa
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention to acquire
commodities to tackle
COVID-19.
COVID-19 AND INEQUALITY
Race Gaps in COVID-19
Deaths Are Even Bigger
Than They Appear
16 June 2020, Brookings

are at risk for female genital
mutilation (FGM). School
closures and economic
fallouts are increasing risks
of violence and FGM.

Racism and Social
Inequality behind BAME
COVID-19 Disparities
16 June 2020, GP Online

continuity for sexual and
reproductive health services.
Concerted efforts are needed
to ensure safe pregnancies
during the pandemic.

Coronavirus Pandemic
Exposes South Africa's
'Brutal Inequality'
16 June 2020, Brookings

Countries across Africa
have united to secure
90 million test kits for
the next six months.
Still, they might not be
enough for the region.

Inequality and Poverty
Effects of the Lockdown in
Europe
16 June 2020, Vox EU

New data from CDC show
A report from Public Health The pandemic in South
Workers who cannot
that the death rates among England notes that racism, Africa is hitting Blacktelework were especially
Black and Hispanic/Latino
socioeconomic inequalities majority townships hardest affected by enforced social
people are much higher
and prevalence of obesity
and exposing deep-seated
distancing and lockdowns.
than for white people in all and diabetes contribute to inequality in the country.
An analysis shows that
age categories and
the unequal impact of
Townships in the Western
wage losses are uneven
differences are especially
COVID-19 on Black, Asian
Cape province have high
and inequalities within
stark in middle age groups. and other minority groups. rates of infection.
countries are worsening.
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
Discussions on the multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children related to SARS-CoV-2 include:
• More Questions Than Answers About MIS-C, Experts Say (Medscape, 16 June)
• Characteristics, Cardiac involvement, and Outcomes of Multisystem Inflammatory Disease of Childhood
Associated with SARS-CoV-2 Infection (The Journal of Pediatrics, 13 June)
Gilead announced that it will soon start trials of remdesivir in children who have moderate-to-severe COVID-19. The
phase 2/3 trial will test the drug in about 50 participants, from newborn to adolescents, in the US and Europe. The
National Institutes of Health is launching an effort to evaluate COVID-19 drugs for infants, children and adolescents.
According to a new study published in Nature, children and adolescents are only half as likely to get SARS-CoV-2
infections compared to people over the age of 20 years. The authors note that this suggests school closures may not
be effective in reducing the impact of the pandemic (The Washington Post). Overall, experts agree that the evidence
on the impact of the virus on children remains weak and more questions remain on their susceptibility (STAT).
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Updates on Vaccine Development
CoronaVac, a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine candidate from Sinovac Biotech in China, showed success in preliminary results of
a Phase 2 clinical trial. The Phase 2 trial data indicate that the vaccine induced neutralizing antibodies in 90 per cent
of participants after the second dose of the vaccine. The company also announced new Phase 3 clinical trials in Brazil.
Meanwhile, researchers at Imperial College London began its trials of a vaccine candidate The European Commission
presented a new European strategy to accelerate the development and deployment of COVID-19 vaccines.
Treatment Updates: Dexamethasone, Hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir
Dexamethasone, an inexpensive and widely available medication, is the first drug to be shown to improve survival in
COVID-19. In a randomized study, dexamethasone reduced deaths by one-third in ventilated patients. The topline
interim results were shared by press release and researchers are working to publish details soon (MedPage Today).
The WHO noted that it will coordinate a meta-analysis after results are shared and update clinical guidance.
After more evidence on the use of hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine for COVID-19, the US Food and Drug
Administration withdrew emergency use authorizations for the two drugs. The WHO halted the hydroxychloroquine
arm in its multi-country trial of treatments for COVID-19 after new studies showed no benefit.
As research continues, advocates warn that the lack of transparency in new drug agreements are a barrier to
equitable access to proven treatments. Recently, Gilead made an agreement with generic pharmaceutical companies
in Egypt, India and Pakistan to allow them to produce remdesivir and distribute it in 127 countries (Devex).
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
10 Lessons from HIV for the COVIDWe Need DSD Now More Than Ever: How African Nations Can Respond to
19 Response
The frontier of human rightsthe Challenges of Both COVID-19
12 June 2020, Open Society Foundations
centered services for HIV treatment and Future Pandemics
16 June 2020, Forbes
& prevention
Director of the International Harm
Reduction Development Program at
the Open Society Foundations Daniel
Wolfe outlines and describes lessons
from HIV for the COVID-19 response.

12 June 2020, AVAC

AVAC urges the expansion of
differentiated service delivery (DSD)
models to ensure HIV services are
continued during the pandemic.

Sierra Leone Vice President
Mohamed Juldeh Jalloh and Seed
Global Health’s Vanessa Kerry discuss
how African countries can use their
COVID-19 responses to transform
health systems.

AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ A new UN report highlights potential for a food crisis in Latin America and the Caribbean due to COVID-19.
▪ UNICEF featured its work in Pakistan to prevent COVID-19 among adolescents.

▪

According to a new report by the Overseas Development Institute and UNICEF, universal child benefits
provided to children are important to mitigate the economic devastation of COVID-19.
▪ WHO outlines evidence and expert opinion on the impact of COVID-19 on older people.
▪ Karin Hulshof, UNICEF Regional Director East Asia and Pacific and Maalla M'jid, Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on Violence against Children urged children to be centered in the COVID-19 response.
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Addressing Health Inequities Exacerbated by COVID-19
Global, Regional, and National Estimates of the
Among Youth With HIV: Expanding Our Toolkit
Population at Increased Risk of Severe COVID-19 due to
8 June 2020, Journal of Adolescent Health
Underlying Health Conditions in 2020: A modelling study
15 June 2020, The Lancet Global Health
The Johns Hopkins Intensive Primary Care clinic in
Baltimore, Maryland describe the approaches taken by its This modeling study suggests that roughly 1.7 billion
HIV care programme to address the inequities faced by
people are at increased risk of severe COVID-19 due to at
young people living with HIV from marginalized
least one underlying condition. The estimate excluded
communities that is worsened by the pandemic.
other risk factors like ethnicity, poverty and obesity.
SARS-CoV-2 Infection in a Highly Experienced Person
COVID-19 in 3 People Living with HIV in the United
Living With HIV
Kingdom
1 July 2020, AIDS
15 June 2020, Journal of Medical Virology
This correspondence from Rome describes the case of a
75-year-old male individual living with HIV for 23 years
who was hospitalized with COVID-19 symptoms.

This correspondence reports clinical characteristics of
three people living with HIV admitted to a hospital in the
UK with severe COVID-19 symptoms.

New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
COVID-19 and the World of Work: A
Six Concrete Measures to Support
Continuity of Care for persons with
focus on people living with HIV
Women and Girls in All Their
HIV and NCDs during COVID-19
8 June 2020
Diversity in the Context of the
Learning from Chronic Care Model
WEBINAR 13 June 2020
COVID-19
Pandemic
ILO released a brief describing the
impact of the pandemic on people
living with HIV and makes
recommendations for a COVID-19
response in the world of work that is
inclusive of people living with HIV.
Dual Pandemics: Global youth
perspectives on fighting HIV &
COVID-19

15 June 2020

WEBINAR 17 June 2020

The Edward M. Kennedy Institute and
EGPAF hosted a conversation with
youth leaders from Africa and US to
discuss young people’s experiences
with HIV and COVID-19.
Modeling of COVID-19 and Other
Infectious Diseases

The Positive Indonesia Network and
Global Fund Advocates Network AsiaPacific co-hosted a webinar on the
impact of pandemic-related
restrictions on HIV services and
procurement in Asia and the Pacific.
aidsmapWOMEN: Emotional wellbeing/COVID-19 special

WEBINAR 17 June 2020

VIDEO 16 June 2020

UNAIDS released a report outlining
six areas to address the needs, and
protect the rights, of women and girls
during the pandemic.
COVID-19 Impact on HIV Services &
Procurement in Asia-Pacific
WEBINAR 10 June 2020

The Pan Caribbean Partnership
Against HIV/AIDS and PAHO
highlighted recommendations to
ensure continuity of care for people
with living with HIV during COVID-19.
Where Are We Now? Policy and
Practice Updates from Côte d’Ivoire
and Perspectives from Global
Stakeholders
WEBINAR 16 June 2020

ICAP at Columbia University and DSD
hosted a webinar with country
updates from Cote d’Ivoire and a
panel of global perspectives.
HIV & COVID-19 – What do we know
so far?
PODCAST 4 June 2020

ICAP, Treatment Action Group and
NAM began a three-part video series The Sexually Transmitted Infections
the COVID-19 Working Group – New
for women living with HIV. This first
journal hosted a discussion on
York hosted a webinar on modelling
episode discusses emotional
information for clinicians and patients
COVID-19 and infectious diseases.
wellbeing and COVID-19.
about HIV and COVID-19.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• 23 Jun 2020: The final webinar in the series from ICAP at Columbia University and DSD will discuss global
perspectives and feature breakout sessions. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More
• 23 Jun 2020: Imperial College London and Positively UK invites people living with, affected by, or working in
HIV to contribute to discussions on COVID-19 research in the UK. 12pm ET | 6pm SAST >> More
• 29 Jun 2020: UNICEF’s Children and AIDS Learning Collaborative presents a third webinar on what paediatric
HIV programmes need to know about COVID-19. 9am ET | 3pm SAST >> More
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COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Coronavirus Disrupts HIV prevention ‘Flying blind’: Doctors race to
efforts in Africa
understand what COVID-19 means
7 June 2020, The East African
for people with HIV
10 June 2020, STAT
Lockdowns and restrictions have
caused health system disruptions
Doctors are trying to understand the
across Africa. Among HIV-related
implications of COVID-19 on people
services, interviews suggest that HIV with HIV. A new study with CNIS, a
prevention services, especially for
network of HIV research centers, is
populations considered most at risk
aiming to find out more with a larger
for HIV, were the most disrupted.
dataset of patients with HIV.
Peer Consultants Helping the AIDS
Response in Kyrgyzstan
10 June 2020, UNAIDS
Peer consultants in Kyrgyztan have
been working in an expanded
capacity since the pandemic began.
They are delivering medicines,
distributing food packages and
providing psychological support for
people living with HIV.

Tajik Businesses Run by Women
Living with HIV Supply Key
Protective Gear for COVID-19
Response
8 June 2020, UN Women
A small business run by women living
with HIV is supplying protection
masks during the pandemic. In 2019,
it participated in a business training
by a UN Women- UNAIDS project.

People with HIV at Greater Risk Of COVID-19 Death in
South African Study
10 June 2020, aidsmap

Is Telemedicine for HIV Here to
Stay?
8 June 2020, aidsmap
Adapting to COVID-19 accelerated
the uptake of telemedicine
interventions for HIV prevention and
treatment in many settings. Some
are asking if these remote services,
provided via video and phone calls,
apps and social media, will remain a
part of HIV service delivery.
COVID-19 Lockdown in Wuhan:
Community group delivers HIV
medicine
8 June 2020, UNAIDS
A community-based center in
Wuhan, China quickly responded to
the city’s lockdown to ensure people
living with HIV continue treatment.
By March, they delivered medicines
to nearly 3,000 people with HIV.

Lockdown, hunger and staying on HIV treatment in
Hammonds Farm
10 June 2020, Maverick Citizen

In a recent webinar (see: recording and slides), South
This article describes the impact of COVID-19 on people
Africa’s Western Cape Department of Health described a living with HIV in a community in KwaZulu-Natal, South
preliminary analysis of routine public sector data that
Africa. Most people living with HIV in this area worked in
suggests people with HIV have an increased risk of death the informal sector and lost their jobs. Vulnerability to
from COVID-19. The researcher noted that the numbers
hunger and poverty is a barrier to being able to continue
are still low and almost all people with HIV who died had HIV treatment and care.
comorbidities, such as diabetes or hypertension.
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
With No Current Cases,
Global Report: WHO urges
COVID-19 Can Last for
Coronavirus: John
New Zealand Lifts
Pakistan to return to
Several Months
Magufuli declares
Remaining COVID-19
lockdown
4 June 2020, The Atlantic
Tanzania free of
Restrictions
10 June 2020, The Guardian
COVID-19
According to the WHO, about
8 June 2020, NPR
8 June 2020, BBC
The WHO urged Pakistan to
80 per cent of SARS-CoV-2
Prime Minister Jacinda
return to lockdown and
infections are mild or
President John
Ardern said New Zealand
suggested implementing
asymptomatic. However,
Magufuli declared that
has eradicated COVID-19
restrictions in two-week
some patients are reporting
Tanzania is free of the
and lifted all restrictions.
cycles. This global report
a range of debilitating
coronavirus. The data
The country had 1,500
also describes the rising
symptoms that have lasted a has not been publicly
infections and 22 deaths.
numbers in South America.
month or more.
available since 29 April.
COVID-19 Infections are
Why Forecasters Can't
China Defends its
Hundreds of
Rising Fast in Bangladesh,
Make Up Their Mind About Coronavirus Response in
Coronavirus Deaths
India and Pakistan
Africa and the Coronavirus
New Report
Confirmed in Nigeria,
6 June 2020, The Economist 10 June 2020, NPR
8 June 2020, AP
as Doctors Go on
There are a range of
Strike
While Bangladesh, India and
A new report from China
predictions about the spread
9 June 2020, The
Pakistan have mostly lifted
asserts that the country
of the SAR-CoV-2 virus in
Telegraph
lockdown, the number of
quickly shared information
Africa and many misjudge
COVID-19 cases continue to
about the new virus,
In Nigeria, government
the region’s heterogeneity.
increase. At the current
including its gene sequence,
doctors are preparing
pace, the numbers are
See also: Africa's coronavirus with the WHO and others.
for a strike to protest
doubling every two weeks.
'hotspots' in South Africa,
low salaries and poor
Algeria, Cameroon: WHO
working conditions.
COVID-19 AND INEQUALITY

COVID-19 Just the Latest
Epidemic in Areas Struck
by Disease
11 June 2020, AP
In many settings, COVID-19
is adding to a list of
infectious diseases
including polio, ebola,
cholera, dengue, TB and
malaria. These are often
aggravated by poverty,
malnutrition and medical
care as well as violence and
instability.

'Enormous Disparities':
coronavirus death rates
expose Brazil's deep racial
inequalities
9 June 2020, The Guardian
In Brazil, a new study is
adding to the evidence that
black Brazilians are
disproportionally dying of
COVID-19. The virus is now
spreading in poorer areas.
See also, blog: COVID-19 in
Latin America: A pandemic
meets extreme inequality

COVID Crisis Could Worsen
Existing UK Inequality,
Think Tank Says
11 June 2020, Reuters
The Institute for Fiscal
Studies noted that the virus
is increasing inequalities in
the UK. The gap in death
rates between rich and
poor neighbourhoods have
widened, and new
infections are
disproportionately higher
among Black people.

Stolen Breaths
10 June 2020, New England
Journal of Medicine
The article discusses the
simultaneous health
impacts of the pandemic
and racial inequality for
Black Americans and
suggests five practices to
address racial inequality in
healthcare.
See also, editorial:
Diagnosing and Treating
Systemic Racism

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
New research on the multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children related to SARS-CoV-2 include:
• A case series in JAMA describes symptoms and clinical course of 58 children hospitalized with the
inflammatory syndrome in the UK. Nearly half were Black or Asian, and the median age was nine years.
• Another paper in JAMA describes 17 children admitted to hospitals in New York with the syndrome. Median
age was eight years. See also, editorial: SARS-CoV-2–related inflammatory multisystem syndrome in children.
Different or shared etiology and pathophysiology as Kawasaki disease?
• An article in Eurosurveillance describes results of a nationwide surveillance in France conducted from 1 March
to 7 May. The authors estimated the risk of the syndrome to be fewer than 2 cases per 10,000 children. For
an explanation of results, see: Studies yield clearer picture of rare COVID-linked syndrome in kids
• Gastroenterology published a chart review of 44 children hospitalized with the multisystem inflammatory
syndrome in New York. Gastrointestinal symptoms were prominent in 84 per cent of cases. For an
explanation of results: GI Issues in Kids With COVID-19 MIS-C May Muddy Diagnosis
While schools reopened in South Africa this week, Reuters reported that some parents remained concerned about
safeguards in schools to reduce infections. Officials in the Philippines announced that children will not be allowed to
go back to school until a vaccine is available; online or TV classes will resume in August. The Wall Street Journal
featured the implications of the pandemic on education in Asia, noting that it may reverse gains in increasing access
to education among those affected by poverty.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Updates on Vaccine Development

Treatment Updates: Hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir

A COVID-19 vaccine being developed in China showed
promise in trials in monkeys, triggering antibodies and
raising no safety issues.
European officials are aiming to speed up the trial
process for vaccines with genetically modified organisms
(GMOs); officials noted that some of the most promising
COVID-19 vaccine candidates contain GMOs.
Imperial College scientists are aiming to bring a low-cost
vaccine early next year through a social enterprise called
VacEquity Global Health.

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
COVID-19: The state cannot save us

After finding no evidence of benefit, UK researchers
terminated the hydroxychloroquine arm of its national
RECOVERY clinical trial. See also: Three big studies dim
hopes that hydroxychloroquine can treat or prevent
COVID-19 (Science)
Remdesivir, Gilead’s antiviral drug, prevented lung
disease in macaque monkeys with SARS-CoV-2 infections.
The results were published this week in Nature.
Singapore approved the use of remdesivir for severely ill
patients with COVID-19, joining South Korea, Japan, India
and US in doing so. The European Medicines Agency said
it would look to fast-track remdesivir’s approval.

Surviving HIV in the Age of COVID-19

9 June 2020, African Arguments

5 June 2020, Human Rights Campaign

With the example of South Africa, the
authors note that while there is a
robust biomedical response to the
pandemic at the state level, there has
not been enough focus on enlisting
citizens as partners and mobilizing
them to combat the pandemic.
South Africa must adopt a localised
response to COVID-19. What it
would look like

On National HIV Long-Term Survivors
Awareness Day, the Human Rights
Campaign interviewed two advocates
and long-term HIV survivors about
HIV and the impact of COVID-19.

9 June 2020, The Conversation

5 June 2020, The Southern Times

In South Africa, COVID-19 infections
are clustered within geographical
areas and some populations are at
higher risk. This is similar to the HIV

This op-ed highlights the challenges
faced by children living with HIV.
During COVID-19, the nutritional
needs of these children who must

Let’s Not Forget Children Living with
HIV/AIDS during COVID-19
Pandemic

Protecting Midwives and Mothers
During the Pandemic
9 June 2020, Project Syndicate

The authors highlight the need for
continued focus and funding for
maternal health services. Even as
COVID-19 becomes the priority for
health systems, mothers and
midwives need to be protected.
How Many More Will Die from Fear
of the Coronavirus?
9 June 2020, New York Times

The leaders of the Cleveland Clinic
and Mayo Clinic urge people with
other health conditions or needing
emergency care to return to seeking
services at hospitals and clinics.

epidemic and those learnings should
inform a localised response.

continue treatment should be
considered.

See also: ED Visits Down 49% since
January, Analysis Reveals

AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ The WHO noted that the COVID-19 pandemic is worsening globally and urged continued caution; more than
136,000 cases were recorded on Sunday, the highest number in a single day.
▪ UN ECOSOC heard appeals to increase funding to the COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan.
▪ According to the World Bank’s latest Global Economic Prospects report, the global economy will shrink by 5.2
per cent this year, which will be the deepest recession since World War Two, due to the pandemic.
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Letter to the Editor: The Characteristics of Two Patients
The COVID-19 Response Must Integrate People Living
Co-Infected with SARS-CoV-2 and HIV in Wuhan, China
with HIV Needs in Sub-Saharan Africa: The Case of Mali
10 June 2020, Journal of Medical Virology
3 June 2020, Tropical Medicine and Health
This letter describes two young male patients living with
HIV who were admitted to a hospital in Wuhan, China
with COVID-19. It describes their clinical and laboratory
features as well as treatment approach and outcomes.
Prevalence, clinical characteristics and treatment
outcomes of HIV and SARS-CoV-2 co-infection: a
systematic review and meta-analysis
3 June 2020, preprint

This letter makes recommendations on integrating care
for people living with HIV into the COVID-19 response in
Mali. Community engagement is suggested as critical to
ensure continuity of care for people living with HIV.
COVID-19 in HIV-Infected Individuals: Preliminary
Results of a Prospective Cohort
2 June 2020, preprint

This observational study compared characteristics of
The authors reviewed 17 studies to examine the
patients at an HIV clinic in Spain with COVID-19 and
prevalence, clinical characteristics and outcomes of HIV
characteristics of patients at the clinic before the
and SARS−CoV−2 co−infection. The pooled prevalence of
pandemic. These preliminary findings indicate that
co-infection was 1 per cent and clinical characteristics
COVID-19 predominantly affects people living with HIV
were comparable to people without HIV.
with comorbidities.
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Prioritizing the Continuity of Services COVID-19 and Children Living
COVID-19 Impacts on African
for Adolescents Living with HIV
with HIV: Preventing widening
Children: How to protect-aduring the COVID-19 Pandemic
inequalities
generation at risk
5 June 2020

June 2020

8 June 2020

UNICEF released an information note
on addressing the vulnerabilities and
needs of adolescents living with HIV
within national COVID-19 responses.
Strategic Considerations for
Mitigating the Impact of COVID-19
on Key Population-Focused HIV
Programs

This op-ed from UNICEF discusses
projections of additional AIDS-related
deaths and adds recommendations to
prevent worsening inequalities.
Advice on the Use of Masks in the
Context of COVID-19: Interim
guidance

Save the Children’s policy paper
outlines how COVID-19 increases
risks to children’s rights and wellbeing in Africa.
DSD, Supply Chain and COVID-19:
What to expect and how to be
prepared

5 June 2020

WEBINAR 9 June 2020

4 June 2020

The WHO released updated
guidelines on wearing masks for
health workers and the public.
COVID in Eastern Mediterranean and
North Africa Region: An Update

ICAP at Columbia University and DSD
hosted a webinar on health product
supply chain, including ART, during
the pandemic.
HIV & COVID-19 – What do we know
so far?

UPDATED 5 June 2020

WEBINAR 3 June 2020

PODCAST 4 June 2020

Updates can be found in sections on
DREAMS, commodity delays and
PEPFAR COVID-related resources.

ICAP and Columbia Global Centers
hosted a webinar on COVID-19 in the
Eastern Mediterranean and North
Africa Region.

The Sexually Transmitted Infections
journal hosted a discussion on
information for clinicians and patients
about HIV and COVID-19.

FHI 360, with UNAIDS, presents
considerations to address the impact
of COVID-19 on key populations.
PEPFAR Technical Guidance in
Context of COVID-19 Pandemic

UPCOMING EVENTS
• 16 Jun 2020: ICAP at Columbia University and DSD webinar series will continue on Tuesday next week. Details
TBA. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More
• 18 Jun 2020: UNICEF Office of Research-Innocenti will host a webinar on the pandemic’s impact on worsening
learning gaps. 9am ET | 3pm SAST >> More
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COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Lessons learned from HIV
Impact of COVID-19 on HIV
for COVID-19 in Senegal
Testing and Assisted
3 June 2020, UNAIDS
Partner Notification
Services, Western Kenya
Abdoulaye Ka, who leads
2 June 2020, AIDS and
on human rights issues at
Behavior
the Senegal National AIDS
Control Council discusses
Senegal’s work to address
stigma and other lessons
from the HIV response for
the fight against COVID-19.

HIV+ Volunteers Home
Deliver ART Drugs in
Ganjam
31 May 2020, The Hindu
In a district in India’s
Odisha, the state’s AIDS
Control Society and NGOs
have distributed ART drugs
at home to about 2,000
people living with HIV.

Barriers for patients and
staff due to COVID-19
contributed to a decline in
HIV testing, number of
women enrolled in assisted
partner notification
services and HIV clinic
volume in this field report
from western Kenya.
New Law Made It Illegal
for Couples from Different
Households to Meet
Indoors for Romantic
Encounters
1 June 2020, The Telegraph
A new law in the UK adds
strict curbs to individuals
gathering indoors and
staying overnight outside
the primary home.

GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
New WHO Model Forecasts a
Different Coronavirus Spread
Pattern in Africa
2 June 2020, NPR

Which People Living with
HIV Are at Higher Risk for
COVID-19?
3 June 2020, aidsmap
Two recent studies
examined risk factors for
COVID-19 within cohorts of
people living with HIV;
results include race and
other co-morbidities.

Sex—and PrEP—During
the Pandemic
2 June 2020, POZ
Experts offer guidelines on
stopping and restarting
PrEP effectively as social
distancing guidelines
change.

Manhunts after Hundreds Flee
Quarantine in Zimbabwe, Malawi
28 May 2020, Associated Press

A modelling study predicted the
coronavirus will spread differently in
Africa than it has elsewhere and
claim lives of 190,000 people, which
is much lower than earlier
predictions.
Misinformation Leads to Increasing
COVID-19 Stigma in Sub-Saharan
Africa
1 June 2020, Save the Children

Reports suggest that hundreds of
individuals fled from quarantine
facilities in Malawi and Zimbabwe.
While both countries have reported
low incidence of COVID-19, they are
seeing most new cases among
quarantined individuals.
We Should Have Done More, Admits
Architect of Sweden's COVID-19
Strategy
3 June 2020, The Guardian

Rapid assessments in sub-Saharan
Africa suggest that misinformation on
how COVID-19 spreads is
contributing to prejudice and stigma,
and is a barrier to reducing cases.
Why Lockdowns Aren't a One-SizeFits-All Solution to the Pandemic
2 June 2020, Devex

Sweden’s COVID-19 deaths per capita
was the highest in the world in a
rolling seven-day average to 2 June.
More than half of all deaths occurred
in care homes.
Senegal to Ease Coronavirus Curfew
as Protests Spread to Capital
4 June 2020, Reuters

Some public health experts have
raised questions about the use of
national lockdowns in countries with
weak health systems and fragile
economies, especially those with a
large informal sector.

Senegal will relax its curfew and ban
on inter-regional travel after
demonstrations highlighted the
economic impact of the three-month
shutdown.
See also: South African court rules
lockdown restrictions ‘irrational’

Youth Counselors Help
Their Peers with Medicine
and Encouragement
During Quarantine
2 June 2020, Elizabeth
Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Foundation
In southwest Uganda,
youth peer counselors
discuss their work
delivering medication
according to coronavirus
safety regulations.

Rate of Sexually
Transmitted Infections
Falls amid COVID-19
Pandemic
2 June 2020, Irish Times
Data from Ireland suggest
that rates of many sexually
transmitted infections
declined compared to last
year; however, there have
been more cases of HIV.

Mexico’s Hospitals Strain to Treat
Coronavirus as Officials Say Cases
Are Peaking
3 June 2020, The Washington Post
Mexico City hits what officials say is
the peak of its outbreak. The
government originally projected
6,000 to 15,000 deaths but by
Monday this week, authorities
already confirmed 10,167 deaths.
The South African Response to the
Pandemic
29 May 2020, New England Journal of
Medicine
NEJM’s new COVID-19 Notes series
presents a detailed outline of South
Africa’s eight-stage national COVID19 response.
Thailand's One Million Health
Volunteers Hailed as Coronavirus
Heroes
4 June 2020, Reuters
Thailand has been praised for
effective pandemic control. Village
Health Volunteers have been a
critical support for the prevention,
detection and reporting of COVID-19.

COVID-19 AND INEQUALITY
Black and Asian People in England
More Likely to Die from COVID-19,
Says Report
2 June 2020, Reuters
A new report by Public Health
England (PHE) reinforced previous
studies which indicated ethnic
minority groups were more at risk
from the virus. See also:
• More key findings: The Guardian
• Opinion: BMJ

‘This is what happens to us.’
3 June 2020, The Washington Post
This report suggests that there was
little early action to halt the spread
of SARS-CoV-2 among African
Americans and the poor reporting of
race-disaggregated data continues to
hamper efforts.
See also: Many Black Men Fear
Wearing a Mask More Than the
Coronavirus

Address ‘appalling impact’ of COVID19 on minorities, UN rights chief
urges
2 Jun 2020, UN News
Responding to reports from multiple
countries, the UN High Commission
for Human Rights called for urgent
action to address “the major
disproportionate impact” of COVID19 on racial and ethnic minorities,
including people of African descent.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
More evidence on the multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children related to SARS-CoV-2 was published:
• A study in The BMJ describes 21 children and adolescents with features of Kawasaki disease admitted to a
hospital in Paris, France. Nineteen had evidence of recent SARS-CoV-2 infection. An unusually high proportion
had gastrointestinal symptoms and Kawasaki disease shock syndrome, and were of African ancestry.
• Healio summarized a study that suggested treatment with intravenous immune globulin is effective for acute
cardiac failure associated with the inflammatory syndrome in children.
Based on evidence suggesting lower transmission rates, the South African Paediatric Association released a statement
supporting the reopening of schools. See also: Two girls' lockdown learning underlines South Africa's educational
divide
Two weeks after schools were reopened in Israel, more than 200 cases among children and staff have been
confirmed; the government has ordered schools with cases reported to close. The New York Times reports that some
parents in the UK are hesitant to let their children attend schools even if they reopen.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Updates on Vaccine Development

Treatment Updates: Hydroxychloroquine, Remdesivir

The Gavi replenishment summit this
week raised $567 million towards an
initial goal of $2 billion for an Advanced
Market Commitment to buy future SARSCoV-2 vaccines for low- and middleincome countries.

The WHO is resuming a clinical trial on the malaria drug
hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19 treatment. The trial was temporarily
suspended last week after a study published in the Lancet tied the drug
to a higher risk of death in hospitalized COVID-19 patients. (STAT) This
week, The Lancet issued an expression of concern about the data used
and retracted the study.

Brazil will be a testing site for the vaccine
candidate developed by the University of
Oxford and AstraZeneca.

In a new study, the incidence of COVID-19 did not differ significantly
among participants receiving hydroxychloroquine following exposure to
the virus and those receiving placebo. Participants were mostly
healthcare professionals. The study, from the US and Canada, is the first
randomized clinical trial that tested the drug as a preventive measure.
(MedPage Today)

The US selected finalists for its Operation
Warp Speed; selected vaccine programs
will get additional funding, clinical trial
assistance and manufacturing support.
The WHO unveiled a new initiative called
the COVID-19 Technology Access Pool
that aims to make treatments, vaccines
and tests accessible to all. It builds on the
Medicines Patent Pool, which expanded
treatment access for HIV and hepatitis.
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
The Curious Case of
COVID-19 in Africa
3 June 2020, Inter Press Service

From UNDP Africa, this
commentary discusses key
factors that contribute to
Africa’s low case numbers
and mortality rates as well
as lessons for the future.

Abhijit Banerjee and
Esther Duflo on How
Economies Can Rebound
26 May 2020, The Economist

The Nobel-winning
economists recommend a

Meanwhile, the government of India issued recommendations that
frontline workers take hydroxychloroquine as prevention and the US sent
Brazil 2 million doses of the drug.
Gilead’s Remdesivir has been approved for emergency use in severe
COVID-19 patients in India and South Korea. It was approved in the US
last month. See also: The Global Need for Open and Equitable Access to
Remdesivir

How My All-Female, HIVPositive Health Workers
Are Fighting Two
Epidemics

Trump’s WHO Exit
Threatens Polio,
Tuberculosis Fights Along
With COVID

28 May 2020, Marie Claire

2 June 2020, Bloomberg

Ilda Kuleba, Mozambique
country director at
mothers2mothers,
discusses ensuring services
for people living with HIV
during the pandemic.
COVID-19 Shows the
World Needs Physicians
Who Can Look Beyond
Medical Charts

Experts fear that U.S.
decision to terminate its
relationship with the WHO
will harm efforts to address
diseases like polio and TB.
See also: Nature
In the Battle against
COVID-19, Women Make
Somalia Stronger

4 June 2020, The Conversation

Somalia’s Minister of
Women and Human Rights

1 June 2020, Devex

COVID-19 and the Danger
of Criminalization
3 June 2020, Maverick Citizen

South Africa’s regulations
make it a crime for
someone who knows they
tested positive for COVID19 to avoid quarantine. The
author suggests that the
lesson from HIV is to take a
different approach.
COVID-19 Lockdowns:
Impact on Facility-Based
HIV Testing and Case for
the Scaling Up of HomeBased Testing Services in
Sub-Saharan Africa

Development outlines the
contributions of women in
the COVID-19 response,
including as health care
workers and caregivers.

2 June 2020, AIDS and Behavior

Dr. Fauci: How Larry
Kramer 'Transformed the
Relationship' Between
Activists and Government

The pandemic is stressing
the importance of “social
medicine,” which centers
health equity and multisectoral approaches of
delivering healthcare.
UNAIDS Chief Winnie
Byanyima: COVID-19 could
roll back gains made in
fighting HIV in Africa

The Coronavirus Pandemic
Will Last Longer If We
Ignore Other Health
Threats

COVID-19 Research in
Africa

29 May 2020, Time

28 May 2020, UN

2 June 2020, The Telegraph

Dr. Anthony Fauci discusses
the vital role HIV activist
Larry Kramer played in
establishing how the
government can be held
accountable for health.

The Africa Renewal
programme interviewed
Winnie Byanyima of
UNAIDS about COVID-19 in
Africa and impact on
people living with HIV.

In the backdrop of the Gavi
replenishment summit
happening this week, this
comment urges countries
to simultaneously respond
to other diseases.

“COVID-19 Marshall Plan”
for low-income countries
and other policies for
economic recovery.
See also: The Conversation

The authors make case for
scaling up home-based HIV
testing in response to
disruptions to HIV services.

29 May 2020, Science

Responding to inaccurate
claims that ethical and
safety standards for clinical
trials are lower in Africa,
Linda-Gail Bekker and
Valarie Mizrahi spotlight
the important role Africa
has played and continue to
play in clinical research .

AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ WHO highlighted the significant impact of COVID-19 on the prevention and treatment of NCDs.
▪ UN Secretary-General António Guterres called for increasing aid to the humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
▪ UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet called on several countries in the Asia-Pacific to
protect freedom of expression during their response to coronavirus-related misinformation.
▪ The UN released a policy brief on COVID-19’s impact on refugees, internally displaced people and migrants.
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Epidemiology, Clinical Features, and Disease Severity in
Patients with Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in a
Children’s Hospital in New York City, New York
3 June 2020, JAMA Pediatrics
In this case series describing 50 children and adolescents
hospitalized with COVID-19 in New York, respiratory
symptoms were not always present, but comorbidities
were common. Obesity was most prevalent comorbidity.
Clinical Characteristics and Outcomes in People Living
with HIV Hospitalized for COVID-19
30 May 2020, Clinical Infectious Diseases

A Rapid Review of Economic Policy and Social Protection
Responses to Health and Economic Crises and Their
Effects on Children: Lessons for the COVID-19 response
2 June 2020, UNICEF Office of Research - Innocenti
The review assesses policy responses to past virus
outbreaks, economic crises and natural disasters,
including the HIV/AIDS epidemic, and their impact on
children and their families.
Secondary Transmission of Coronavirus Disease from
Presymptomatic Persons, China
26 May 2020, Emerging Infectious Diseases

The paper describes the characteristics of 31 people living The authors examined secondary transmission rates
with HIV hospitalized for COVID-19 in New York. All
across different types of contact with persons
patients were on ART and outcomes were similar to those presymptomatic for COVID-19. The highest risk of
reported in other hospitalized cohorts.
infection was among close contacts who lived with or had
See also: A Case Series of Five People Living with HIV
frequent contact with the presymptomatic individuals.
Hospitalized with COVID-19 in Chicago, Illinois
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Children in Monetary Poor
DSD and the COVID-19 Response,
PEPFAR Technical Guidance in
Households and COVID-19
Updates on Policy and Practice
Context of COVID-19 Pandemic
28 May 2020
UPDATED 3 June 2020
Adaptations: Mozambique and DRC
WEBINAR 2 June 2020
This technical note describes the
Updates can be found in sections on
analysis by Save the Children and
ICAP at Columbia University and DSD the availability of paediatric ARVs,
UNICEF to calculate the number of
hosted a webinar on policy and
key population housing referrals,
additional children that could be
practice adaptations for COVID-19 in
masks and PPEs.
pushed into household poverty due
Mozambique and the Democratic
to COVID-19’s economic impact.
Republic of Congo.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• 9 Jun 2020: ICAP at Columbia University and DSD webinar series continues with “DSD, supply chain and COVID19: What to expect and how to be prepared”. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More
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COVID-19: IMPACT ON HIV AND HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
HIV: Impact on mental health &
“We are in this together”: Uganda
quality of life in time of COVID-19
Young Positives respond to
29 May 2020, UNICEF
COVID-19
25 May 2020, UNAIDS
From the recent survey of young key
populations and young people living
Uganda Young Positives (UYP) is
with HIV in Asia and the Pacific,
supporting peers living with HIV to
UNICEF spotlights findings on the
access HIV treatment and care during
pandemic’s impact on mental health
the COVID-19 lockdown.
and quality of life, including access to See also, in Senegal: “When people are
mental health services and peer
asked to isolate themselves, we also
support.
need to make sure…” (UNAIDS)

New COVID-19 Lockdown Study
Shows Drop in Child Health Visits but
Resilience of HIV Care Systems in
Rural KZN
25 May 2020, Africa Health Research
Institute
A new study in rural KwaZulu-Natal
found that the COVID-19 lockdown
affected access to child health
services more than adult-focused
services, including for HIV care.

When Uganda Shuts down for
COVID, Expert Clients Step up
22 May 2020, EGPAF

Rwanda Changes Tack on HIV Amidst
COVID-19 Outbreak
26 May 2020, New Times

COVID-19 War Risks Poor HIV
Patients’ Health
28 May 2020, Business Daily Africa

The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Foundation features the work of a
frontline worker in Uganda who is
supporting ‘expert clients’ to help
deliver drugs during the lockdown.

To ensure people living with HIV are
not left behind during the pandemic,
Rwanda is focusing on multi-month
prescriptions, community outreach
and ensuring HIV commodities.

This report from Kenya highlights
how people living with HIV are often
also affected by poverty, which is
exacerbated by the pandemic and
increases barriers to HIV treatment.

Lockdown Hero: One
young man, his bike and a
big heart
28 May 2020, Frontline
AIDS
In Uganda, a young peer
educator discusses how he
is delivering HIV medicines
during the lockdown.

Maintaining HIV Patients
on Drugs Taking Toll on
Healthcare Providers
26 May 2020, Independent
Providers in Uganda note
challenges of sustaining
HIV services, including
travel restrictions, resource
constraints and stigma.

COVID-19 Disrupts South
Sudan Health Services
21 May 2020, VOA News

Coping with HIV in a
Pandemic
24 May 2020, The Star

Officials in South Sudan
note that the COVID-19
pandemic is disrupting
access to health services,
including for women and
girls and people with HIV.

In Malaysia, COVID-19 has
added another layer of
anxiety to people living
with HIV who are already
facing stigma and
discrimination.

GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Africa Hit by Sustained Community
Spread of Coronavirus
28 May 2020, Reuters

Sudan to Establish Police Force to
Protect Health Workers
23 May 2020, Associated Press

The head of the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention said
that community transmission of
SARS-CoV-2 is growing in Africa,
particularly in Ethiopia.

In the context of increased attacks
against health workers during the
pandemic, Sudan will be creating a
police force to protect health
facilities and providers.

How Brazil’s COVID-19 response has
fallen to community leaders
27 May 2020, The New Humanitarian

Many Girls Won't Go Back To School
When Lockdown Is Over
27 May 2020, Devex

As cases rise in Brazil, community
groups are training first responders,
setting up quarantine centres and
using telemedicine. See also: WHO
says the Americas are new COVID-19
epicenter…
'It's Very, Very Different': COVID-19
forces new era of development
cooperation
26 May 2020, Devex

Past experiences have shown that
many girls will not be reenrolled in
schools after disruptions like those
caused by the pandemic. Early
marriages and gender-based violence
are likely to increase.
As India’s Lockdown Ends, Exodus
from Cities Risks Spreading COVID19 Far And Wide
27 May 2020, Science

NGOs say COVID-19 provided an
opportunity to increase international
cooperation and streamline
programmes, in order to respond to
the urgent needs of the pandemic.

India’s COVID-19 cases have been
concentrated in a few states and
cities but as people travel home,
cases are likely to rise in rural areas.

Study Tells ‘Remarkable Story’ about
COVID-19’s Deadly Rampage
through a South African Hospital
25 May 2020, Science
In KwaZulu-Natal, an analysis of the
COVID-19 outbreak at a single
hospital provides insights on how the
virus spreads in a healthcare setting.
Scientific Networks Are Helping
African Countries to Access
Coronavirus Lab Supplies
26 May 2020, Nature
This story on the role of research
teams in acquiring supplies such as
testing kits includes a discussion of
how HIV research programmes
contributed to the rollout of ART.
'No Masks, no Gloves': Kenyan
government under fire over
quarantine centres
27 May 2020, Reuters
People who were quarantined in
government-run facilities in Kenya
are reporting poor conditions and
lack of protective gear.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
New reports on the multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children related to SARS-CoV-2 infection include:
• The Hunt to Understand COVID-19's Connection to Kawasaki Disease (Time)
• South Korea Examines First Suspected Cases of Syndrome in Kids Linked to COVID-19 (Reuters)

Doctors in the U.S. reported cases of the syndrome in young adults, including a 20-year-old in San Diego and several
patients in their 20s in New York. A doctor told the Washington Post that the young adults had more “overwhelming
symptoms” that involved the heart and multiple organs.
Last week, a study suggested that children with the multisystem inflammatory syndrome may develop acute cardiac
decompensation. A new study published in The Lancet Rheumatology reports a case of COVID-19 in a child who
rapidly developed acute respiratory distress without prior respiratory symptoms. For a study explanation, see:
• Children with COVID-19 Presenting with Sudden Severe Lung Disease (News Medical)
The CDC held a webinar on Tuesday where providers discussed treating multisystem inflammatory syndrome. Empirical
treatment with immunomodulators worked quickly for some severe cases. For a summary of presentations, see:
• Targeting Immune Responses in Kids' COVID-19 Inflammatory Disorder (MedPage Today)
From Russia to South Africa to the Canadian town of Iqaluit, Associated Press reporters asked children about their
experience with the COVID-19 pandemic; Through Kid’s Eyes: Virus outbreak brings sadness, fear, joy (AP).
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
In the Battle against COVID-19, a Risk of 'Vaccine
Nationalism'
27 May 2020, NPR
There is global competition for vaccine access even as
development of a safe and effective candidate is only
underway.
See also: Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, chair of the Board of Gavi,
discusses the importance of ensuring equitable access to
a viable COVID-19 vaccine (Bloomberg radio). AVAC CEO
Mitchell Warren outlines the importance of looking at
lessons from HIV vaccine development (Devex).
For updates on vaccine development, see:
•
•

•

$1.2 Billion from U.S. to AstraZeneca… (New York Times)
COVID-19 Vax Safe… in Chinese Adults (MedPage Today)
Merck Leaps into COVID-19 Vaccine Race… (STAT)

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
COVID-19 Threatens to
Derail Fight Against HIV,
TB and Malaria
27 May 2020, Global Fund

These abridged remarks
from Global Fund’s Peter
Sands call for maintaining
the focus on HIV, TB and
malaria and ensuring global
health security protects
everyone, not just rich
countries.

How UNICEF Australia Is
Providing Life-Saving
Support to Children on the
Front Lines of COVID-19

Remdesivir Data from NIAID Trial Published
23 May 2020, MedPage Today
Peer-reviewed findings were published in NEJM late
Friday from a key trial of remdesivir for COVID-19, adding
to the press release from April. Hospitalized patients with
COVID-19 who received remdesivir had a median
recovery time of 11 days versus 15 days with placebo.
World Health Organization Pauses Study of
Hydroxychloroquine in Global Trial
25 May 2020, POLITICO
Amid a review of safety data, the WHO paused the use of
hydroxychloroquine in a global trial of COVID-19
treatments. The decision follows a large observational
study that reported increased risk of heart problems and
death. See also: MedPage Today

Winning the War Against
Maternal and Child Deaths

Children are Being
Sidelined by COVID-19

21 May 2020, Project Syndicate

27 May 2020, BMJ

The WHO Director-General,
UNICEF Executive Director,
UNFPA Executive Director
and Save the Children UK
CEO highlight how the
pandemic jeopardizes gains
in maternal and child
mortality.
See also: A call to action
from the Partnership of
Maternal, Newborn and
Child Health (PMNCH)
Lockdown Fears for Key
Populations

The authors stress that
children’s rights require
special attention during
COVID-19; children are
especially vulnerable to
determinants of health and
to the systemic shocks to
these determinants that
the pandemic will bring.

26 May 2020, New York Times

Millions at Risk of GenderBased Violence if COVID19 Pandemic is Prolonged

A Reminder during COVID19—Africa is Not a
Monolith

21 May 2020, The Lancet HIV

A Virus-Hunter Falls Prey
to a Virus He
Underestimated
HIV researcher and
Director of the London
School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine Peter
Piot discusses his
experience as a COVID-19
patient and links to his
work on the HIV response.
See also: LSHTM Podcast

26 May 2020, Council on Foreign
27 May 2020, Devex
This editorial notes that
Relations
access to HIV services
A single narrative is not
UNFPA’s
Natalia
Kanem
Global Citizen interviewed
during the pandemic and
helpful in understanding
stresses the risks women
UNICEF Australia's Director lockdowns is a significant
the course of COVID-19 in
and
girls
face
during
the
of International Programs
issue for people living with
Africa. Countries have
pandemic and in its
Felicity Wever about
HIV, especially key
varying health systems,
aftermath, including more
UNICEF’s work during
populations who are
constraints and strengths
domestic
violence
and
COVID-19 and its role in
disproportionately
as well as experience with
sexual exploitation.
the global response.
penalized by restrictions.
past epidemics.
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ UNICEF and Save the Children launched a technical note on COVID-19 impacts on children in poor households.
▪ The WHO Foundation was launched on Wednesday; the new foundation will broaden the WHO’s donor base.
▪ UNESCO, UNICEF, World Bank and the World Food Programme released a framework for reopening schools.
▪ The ILO noted that disruptions to the job market disproportionately affect young people, especially women.
▪ UN Secretary-General António Guterres outlined a unified global action needed in financing for development.
27 May 2020, Global Citizen

RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Description of COVID-19 in HIV-infected Individuals: A
single-centre, prospective cohort
28 May 2020, The Lancet HIV

Hospitalized Patients With COVID-19 and HIV: A case
series
27 May 2020, Clinical Infectious Diseases

The authors compared characteristics of 51 individuals
living with HIV diagnosed with COVID-19 with a sample of
people living with HIV before the pandemic in Madrid.
Age and CD4 counts in both groups were similar; but
most people with COVID-19 had at least one comorbidity.

This correspondence reports characteristics of 18 people
living with HIV hospitalized with COVID-19 in London.
Compared to the general HIV outpatient cohort, those
hospitalized with COVID-19 were more likely to be of
black ethnicity and have lower median CD4 cell counts.

HIV and SARS‐CoV‐2 co‐infection: A case report from
Uganda
21 May 2020, Journal of Medical Virology

Adapting to the COVID-19 Pandemic: Continuing HIV
Prevention Services for Adolescents Through
Telemonitoring, Brazil
21 May 2020, AIDS and Behavior

This letter presents characteristics of a COVID-19 patient
living with HIV in Uganda. The author noted atypical
clinical presentation, undetectable HIV viral load and the
use of hydroxychloroquine and antibiotics.
"Everything Is a Mess": How COVID-19 is impacting
engagement with HIV testing services in rural
southwestern Uganda
25 May 2020, AIDS and Behavior

The authors describe telemonitoring strategies and other
adaptations for the pandemic for a PrEP demonstration
programme among adolescent key populations in Brazil.
Reimagining the Future of HIV Service Implementation
in the Philippines Based on Lessons From COVID-19
25 May 2020, AIDS and Behavior

This note presents innovative approaches employed
This authors conducted in-depth interviews about COVID- during COVID-19 that should be considered for future HIV
19’s impact on HIV testing uptake. Travel restrictions
services, including: online HIV services; interventions to
prevented participants from accessing HIV testing and
improve supply and delivery of ART; and policy changes
COVID-related stigma discouraged going to facilities.
to facilitate ART uptake from multiple treatment hubs.
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
COVID-19 and Paediatric HIV
COVID-19 and HIV: Adapting
Contact Tracing and Inflammatory
Programme Delivery
community-based HIV services
Syndrome: COVID-19 update no. 27
WEBINAR 28 May 2020
22 May 2020
during a pandemic
UNICEF’s Children and AIDS Learning
Collaborative presented scientific
updates on SARS-CoV-2 and HIV,
children and pregnant women,
programmatic implications for HIV
services and frontline voices.
See: Voices from the Frontline (PATA)
COVID-19 & HIV: Continuing services
with and for marginalised people
WEBINAR 20 May 2020

Frontline AIDS partners from Uganda,
Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa and
Zimbabwe discussed changing needs
of marginalised people and adapting
HIV interventions during COVID-19.
PEPFAR Technical Guidance in
Context of COVID-19 Pandemic
UPDATED 22 May 2020

WEBINAR 28 May 2020

This webinar from the International
AIDS Society focused on pandemicrelated adaptations of HIV services,
including for key populations, young
people and women.
BHIVA, DAIG, EACS, GESIDA & Polish
Scientific AIDS Society Statement on
Risk of COVID-19 for People Living
with HIV (PLWH)
25 May 2020

BHIVA and partners shared current
evidence and guidance on COVID-19
and its impact on people with HIV.
Supporting TB Preventive Therapy
for Clients Accessing DSD
WEBINAR 26 May 2020

This update from WHO’s EPI-WIN
focuses on contact tracing guidance
and provides a global update on the
multisystem inflammatory syndrome
seen in children related to COVID-19.

WHO Q&A on HIV and Viral Hepatitis
and COVID-19
UPDATED 22 May 2020

This Q&A is for national programmes
and health workers to provide
guidance to people affected by HIV
and viral hepatitis and maintain
continuity of services.
Films about Coronavirus (COVID-19)
VIDEOS

Picturing Health along with research
Updates can be found in sections on
ICAP at Columbia University and DSD organisations, UNICEF and NGOs
resuming activities after lockdowns,
hosted a discussion on supporting TB produced films and messages on
HIV drug delivery and clinical care,
preventive therapy to continue
COVID-19 in Africa and South Asia.
and supply chain for ARVs.
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• 2 Jun 2020: The ICAP and DSD series on differentiated service delivery and COVID-19 will continue with a
webinar on policy and practice adaptations in Mozambique and DRC. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More

Issue 5: 22 May 2020
COVID-19 AND IMPACT ON HIV
UPDATE: The high possible No Increased Risk of
cost of COVID-19 on new
Severe COVID-19 in People
HIV infections among
Living with HIV, But
children
Vigilance over Bacterial
19 May 2020, UNAIDS
Pneumonia Required
18 May 2020, aidsmap
New modelling suggests
that with disruptions to HIV Recent studies of COVID-19
services for six months,
cases suggest that people
new child HIV infections
living with HIV are not at
will rise drastically, by as
higher risk of COVID-19,
much as 83 per cent in
but preliminary results of a
Mozambique, 106 per cent case series from New York
in Zimbabwe, 139 per cent showed a higher frequency
in Uganda and 162 per cent of bacterial pneumonia in
in Malawi.
people living with HIV
hospitalized with COVID19.

Over 145 TB patients Die
in Agra Without Treatment
during Lockdown
16 May 2020, India Today
In the past 54 days in Agra,
India, the death toll of
those living with TB is more
than six times the usual
number. Relatives note the
lack of health consultations
and medicines.

HIV Services Take a
Backseat to COVID-19 in
Russia
19 May 2020, Inter Press
Service
As COVID-19 cases increase
in Russia, those working
with people living with HIV
say they are experiencing
problems in delivering HIV
services.

ADAPTING HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
You Can Get Tested for COVID-19
and HIV at the Same Time
20 May 2020, The Citizen
In South Africa, the department of
health and Right to Care have
included voluntary HIV testing and
counselling in the mass door-to-door
drive for COVID-19 screening and
testing. See also: Actions to eliminate
COVID-19 could work for HIV
(Newsroom New Zealand)

How COVID-19 Has
Affected the Needs of
Young People Living with
HIV and Young Key
Populations in Indonesia
20 May 2020, UNAIDS
UNAIDS highlighted key
findings from a survey by
the Interagency Task Team
(IATT) on Young Key
Populations (YKPs) in Asia
and the Pacific: 61 per cent
of respondents on ART
reported availability and
security to access ART as
an urgent need and 44 per
cent of those living with
HIV reported having less
than one-month supply.
Kenya: COVID-19 Likely to
Undo HIV/AIDS Gains
14 May 2020, Daily Nation
In Kenya, health care
facilities are reporting
fewer patients living with
HIV reporting to pick up
their medications.

Almost 11,000 HIV-positive
patients in Gauteng have
skipped ARV collection
during lockdown
19 May 2020, Sowetan Live
In South Africa, the
Gauteng health
department said thousands
of patients living with HIV
and TB who have failed to
collect their medication
since the start of the
lockdown in March. The
average reduction in
medicine collections is 19.6
per cent for HIV. See also:
COVID-19: Lockdown takes
heavy toll on SA’s TB
response
Uganda Women Fear Food
Shortages Will Make
Coronavirus and HIV a
Deadly Mix
21 May 2020, Reuters
In Uganda, about 1.4
million people are living
with HIV. For women, who
are disproportionately
affected, food shortages
are especially worrying.

Telehealth Seen as Future for
Managing Patients With HIV
20 May 2020, IDSE

During COVID-19, HIV Medication in
Ukraine Arrives by Post
19 May 2020, The Global Fund

A University of Florida Health
telehealth system presents a model
for how to remotely manage patients
with HIV during the COVID-19
pandemic.

In Ukraine, supported by the Global
Fund, a local HIV community network
100% LIFE is organizing courier
services that deliver ARVs and other
medicines to homes. For people
living with HIV in remote areas
without postal services, their
medication is delivered by car.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
WHO released its scientific brief, ‘Multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children and adolescents temporally related
to COVID-19.’ Last week, the ECDC and CDC had released case definitions of the Kawasaki-like inflammatory disease
seen in children related to SARS-CoV-2 infections. Discussions on the syndrome continued this week. See:
• Kawasaki disease—how does the coronavirus affect children? (Economist podcast)
• COVID-19 Chameleon: Has Kawasaki syndrome been linked to a viral illness all this while? (Science Speaks)
Children with the multisystem inflammatory syndrome may develop acute cardiac decompensation, according to a
new study in Circulation. Data from 35 children from France and Switzerland were included.
As governments consider reopening schools, policy makers and experts discuss the evidence around viral
transmission by children.
• Children with COVID-19 may be less contagious than adults, two UK epidemiologists say (Reuters, 19 May)
• Explainer: Do children spread COVID-19? Risks as schools consider reopening (Reuters, 20 May)
Researchers are continuing to examine how and why the virus behaves differently in children compared to adults.
Theories include the still-developing immune system in children and the role of T cells.
• Why the Coronavirus Hits Kids and Adults So Differently (The Atlantic, 15 May)
• T cells play a role in fighting coronavirus; COVID-19 affects children differently (Reuters, 19 May)

The Institute for Advanced Clinical Trials (I-ACT) for Children announced the launch of its COVID-19 Emergency Access
Program, which allows any company developing COVID-19 treatments and vaccines to use the organization's
paediatric research network and trial-planning experts to conduct clinical trials.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Governments Strike a Deal on
COVID-19 Review, Equal Treatment
Access
20 May 2020, Devex
At the World Health Assembly,
countries backed an EU-led
resolution on equal access to
treatment and conducting an
independent review of the global
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The resolution called for promoting
access to health technologies,
including through “existing
mechanisms for voluntary pooling
and licensing of patents.”
See also: Drugs and Vaccines Are
Coming—But to Whom? (Foreign
Affairs)
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Why COVID-19 Seems to Spread
More Slowly in Africa
16 May 2020, The Economist

A New Entry in the Race for a
Coronavirus Vaccine: Hope
20 May 2020, New York Times

Moderna Coronavirus Vaccine Trial
Shows Promising Early Results
18 May 2020, New York Times

More than 100 research teams
around the world are conducting
studies on a coronavirus with
different approaches. Policymakers
are also discussing how a successful
vaccine will be scaled-up and
distributed.

On Monday, Moderna announced
that in eight healthy volunteers, its
experimental vaccine was safe and
provoked developing neutralizing
antibodies. The vaccine is on an
accelerated timetable to begin larger
human trials soon.

Skilled Partners in the Conduct of
HIV Prevention Trials Join COVID-19
Response
14 May 2020, Press Release

Vaccine experts say Moderna didn’t
produce data critical to assessing
COVID-19 vaccine
19 May 2020, STAT

The NIH-funded HIV Vaccine Trials
Network (HVTN) and HIV Prevention
Trials Network (HPTN) have initiated
a clinical trial for a SARS-CoV-2
vaccine.

Experts noted that Moderna did not
release enough information to make
conclusions about its vaccine. Gaps
include data from all trial participants
and durability of the antibodies.

Coronavirus in Africa: Contained or
unrecorded?
20 May 2020, BBC

How the COVID-19 Pandemic Could
End
1 June 2020, Scientific American

Undercounting, early lockdown
BBC reporters from the Democratic
As part of a special report on COVIDmeasures and worse transport links
Republic of Congo, Kenya, Nigeria,
19, this article discusses the future of
are suggested as reasons for a slower Ethiopia and Uganda present a
the outbreak based on lessons from
pandemic in Africa.
snapshot of COVID-19 and response. past pandemics.
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
Leading SA health experts
Accelerating COVID-19
Opinion: We cannot
Contact Tracing and
Warn that COVID-19
Therapeutic Interventions underestimate young
COVID-19: Lessons from
Response is Hurting Other and Vaccines (ACTIV)
people in the COVID-19
HIV
18 May 2020, JAMA
15 May 2020, ACLU
Health Priorities
response
17 May 2020, GroundUp

19 May 2020, Devex

Experts call for integrated
resources and focus on
infectious diseases and
NCDs that may kill more
South Africans than the
COVID-19 pandemic.
What Years of HIV Vaccine
Research Can Teach Us
about the Search for a
COVID-19 Vaccine

National Institutes of
Health Director Francis S.
Collins and Johnson &
Johnson Chief Scientific
Officer Paul Stoffels outline
R&D efforts of publicprivate initiative, ACTIV.
The Fight against COVID-19
Should Not Mean
Forgetting the 37 Million
People Living with HIV

18 May 2020, IAS

19 May 2020, ILO

The authors call to protect
HIV funding from the
ongoing shocks to the
Nigerian economy so that
progress made in the last
few decades is not lost.

As researchers race to find
a COVID-19 vaccine, IAS
suggests looking at the
lessons from HIV vaccine
research.

Restless Development’s
Perry Maddox writes about
the critical role young
people play in mobilizing
communities and changing
behavior in a pandemic.
The Impact of COVID-19 on
HIV Financing in Nigeria: a
call for proactive measures
May 2020, BMJ Global Health

This presents lessons from
the HIV response that can
guide the implementation
of widespread contact
tracing for COVID-19,
including building trust and
maintaining confidentiality.
Confronting Another
Pandemic: Lessons from
HIV can inform our COVID19 response
12 May 2020, AIDS and
Behaviour

During the pandemic, we
The authors reflect lessons
should not forget those in
from the HIV epidemic on
vulnerable situations. HIV
testing, service delivery,
prevention, testing and
political response and
treatment services should
impact on care providers.
not slow down.
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ UNAIDS urged governments to ensure community-led organizations that provide essential services to
marginalized and underserved populations are supported to continue their work.
▪ United Nations launched a policy brief on the impact of COVID-19 on Africa. At the launch, Secretary-General
António Guterres urged the world to stand in solidarity to protect progress made in Africa.
▪ UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet and Chairperson of the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights Solomon Dersso issued a joint call for urgent measures in Africa.
▪ ECOSOC’s Operational Activities for Development Segment discussed how to coordinate, deepen efforts and
rethink methods to continue progress toward the SDGs in the context of COVID-19.
▪ The World Bank Group announced that 100 developing countries will get support for COVID-19 emergency
operations, including 39 countries in sub-Saharan Africa.

▪

UNICEF highlighted the dual threats of COVID-19 and Cyclone Amphan in India and Bangladesh, which is
putting 19 million children at risk.

RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Social and Behavioral Health Responses to COVID-19:
Lessons Learned from Four Decades of an HIV Pandemic
June 2020, Journal of Behavior Medicine

COVID-19 in Patients with HIV
14 May 2020, The Lancet HIV

Researchers discuss multiple levels of disease
interventions for the HIV epidemic as well as social and
behavioral approaches in outline lessons learned for
COVID-19 from HIV prevention and research.

This letter advises caution before drawing conclusions
from the Blanco et al. report of people living with HIV
hospitalized with COVID-19 in Barcelona including on the
efficacy of boosted protease inhibitors and the incidence
of severe COVID-19 among people living with HIV. See
also: COVID-19 in patients with HIV – Authors' reply

HIV Care in Times of the COVID-19 Crisis - Where Are We
Now in Central and Eastern Europe?
10 May 2020, International Journal of Infectious Diseases

Clinical Features and Outcomes of HIV Patients with
Coronavirus Disease 2019
14 May 2020, Clinical Infectious Diseases

Researchers examined the impact of current pandemic
on HIV care and continuity of ART in Central and Eastern
Europe (CEE) countries. HIV clinics were operating
normally in only six of 19 countries in the survey.

This brief report describes 47 patients living with HIV
hospitalized with proven or probable COVID-19 in Italy.
The risk of severe disease in COVID-19 patients with HIV
compared favorably with other COVID-19 patients.

New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Guidance: PrEP during COVID-19
Multi-Sectoral Interventions to
COVID-19 & PEPFAR: Implications for
15 May 2020
Ensure Uninterrupted Access to ART the Future
During COVID-19 Lockdowns
20 May 2020
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control
WEBINAR 19 May 2020
and Prevention (CDC) issued a new
As COVID-19 impacts PEPFAR’s
ICAP at Columbia University and DSD priority countries, the Kaiser Family
Dear Colleague letter that reaffirms
hosted a discussion on multi-sectoral Foundation examines potential
PrEP as an essential health service
interventions to maintain ART access implications for PEPFAR, how it is
and makes recommendations to
featuring experiences from Kenya,
ensure availability for new and
responding to the outbreak and
Liberia, Sierra Leone and Eswatini.
continuing patients.
issues at stake in this issue brief.
Five “P”s to Watch: Platforms,
The Intersections of HIV and COVID- Summaries of the COVID-19
process, partnerships, payers and
19 in Real-Time
Literature So Far
participatory practices that drive
PODCAST 24 May 2020
VIDEO May 2020
vaccine development
AVAC’s Px Pulse podcast takes a
As published literature around
May 2020
comprehensive look at the
COVID-19 increases exponentially
AVAC outlines how HIV vaccine
intersection of HIV and COVID-19
each day, two HIV clinical fellows, Eric
research is making COVID-19 vaccine with speakers from IAVI, Wits RHI,
Meyerowitz and Aaron Richterman
development faster, smarter and
Uganda Virus Research Institute and
present biweekly deep dives into
more inclusive.
Kenya Medical Research Institute.
selected data. See: May 19 video
PEPFAR Technical Guidance in
SARS-CoV-2 Serological Testing:
Policy Brief: COVID-19 & Risks to
Context of COVID-19 Pandemic
What is it and what does it mean?
Children’s Health and Nutrition
UPDATED 15 May 2020
WEBINAR 13 May 2020
14 May 2020
Updates can be found in the sections ICAP at Columbia University,
World Vision outlines implications of
on preparing for clinic closure and
Treatment Action Group and the
the pandemic on children’s
incorporating HIV testing into COVID- COVID-19 Working Group (NY) hosted immediate and long-term health and
19 contact tracing activities.
a discussion on serological testing.
well-being.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• 26 May 2020: The ICAP and DSD series on differentiated service delivery and COVID-19 will continue with a
discussion on supporting TB preventive therapy. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More
• 28 May 2020: The Children and AIDS Learning Collaborative will host a webinar on COVID-19, children and
HIV with scientific updates, programmatic implications and frontline voices. 9am ET | 3pm SAST >> More

Issue 4: 15 May 2020
COVID-19 AND IMPACT ON HIV
The Cost of Inaction: COVID-19-related service
disruptions could cause hundreds of thousands of extra
deaths from HIV
11 May 2020, WHO and UNAIDS
A modelling group convened by WHO and UNAIDS
estimates that pandemic-related disruptions to HIV
services for six months could cause more than 500,000
additional deaths from AIDS-related illnesses in sub-

AIDS, TB and Malaria Set to Get Deadlier Due to
Coronavirus
11 May 2020, Forbes
In addition to the HIV-focused modelling, this report
discusses TB and malaria projections that are set to
increase globally due to the pandemic. Experts urge
essential services for HIV, TB and malaria be continued
instead of waiting for lockdowns to end.

Saharan Africa in 2020–2021. Gains made in preventing
mother-to-child HIV transmission could also be reversed.
See also: UN News and Devex (video)
ADAPTING HIV SERVICE DELIVERY
Multi-Month Supplies of HIV
Medications – Recommended during
Lockdowns – Are Not Authorised in
Many Countries
12 May 2020, aidsmap
According to an analysis that
reviewed national HIV policies in 126
countries, a third of them do not
permit prescriptions of three months
or longer. High-income countries in
particular have been slower to
implement multi-month prescribing,
which has been recommended during
the pandemic to limit visits to health
care facilities.

See also: Frontline AIDS (statement)

Eswatini: Tackling COVID-19 amid
HIV and TB epidemics
8 May 2019, Médecins Sans
Frontières

Protecting Mothers and Babies from
HIV during the COVID-19 Pandemic
12 May 2020, Global Fund

MSF highlights the challenges of
responding to COVID-19 in settings
with high rates of HIV and TB and the
experience of adapting care in
Eswatini.

Current lockdowns and travel
restrictions are barriers to accessing
health services for mothers and
pregnant women living with HIV.
Global Fund highlights partner work
to deliver HIV treatment in Uganda.

UNAIDS Ensures Continuity of HIV
Treatment for People Living with HIV
in Botswana
11 May 2020, UNAIDS

The Health Workers Braving COVID19 Lockdown to Deliver Medicines to
HIV-positive Moms
12 May 2020, The New Indian Express

In Botwana, UNAIDS worked with
private sector and government
partners to ensure availability of
ARVs to support the continuity of HIV
treatment during the pandemic.

In India during the lockdown, health
workers from Plan India are working
with the National AIDS Control
Organisation to deliver ARVs as well
to mothers living with HIV.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
More questions remain on how the SARS-CoV-2 virus behaves in children compared to adults. There is emerging
evidence and more analysis of previously reported data on viral transmission and on the multisystem inflammatory
disease similar to the Kawasaki syndrome seen in some children across the world. See:
• Kawasaki-like Disease: Emerging complication during the COVID-19 pandemic (The Lancet, Comment, 13 May)
• Rethinking COVID-19 in Children (New York Times, 12 May)
An observational study in Italy evaluated features of children presenting with Kawasaki-like disease in the last five
years, divided into groups by before and after the beginning of the SARS-CoV-2 epidemic. Children diagnosed after
the epidemic began showed evidence of immune response to the virus, were older and had more severe symptoms.
Incidence of the Kawasaki-like disease increased by 30-fold. (The Lancet, 13 May)
A correspondence on the initial case cluster from the UK that triggered global attention presented characteristics,
clinical presentations, treatment provided and outcomes for the eight children. The authors noted that multispecialty
input was needed due to the multiorgan involvement and its severity. (The Lancet, 7 May)
The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) summarized the characteristics of the paediatric
inflammatory multisystem syndrome cases seen thus far and recommended including the syndrome as a possible
complication to be reported for EU-level COVID-19 surveillance. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
also released a health advisory with a case definition and recommendations for health providers. See:
• Rapid Risk Assessment (ECDC, 15 May)
• Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) Associated with COVID-19 (CDC, 14 May)
There is more evidence of other impacts of the pandemic, including related disruptions to health services, education
and food security, on children. In the US, there has been a substantial decrease in the administration of childhood
vaccines; experts warn of increased risk of vaccine preventable disease and outbreaks. (Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report, 8 May) UNICEF noted that the pandemic is “quickly becoming a child rights crisis” that could lead to a
further 6,000 children under-five dying of preventable causes each day and appealed for $1.6 billion to support its
humanitarian response. The International Paediatric Association released a statement on protecting child health.
Lastly, as countries consider reopening schools, questions remain on how children transmit the virus and if they are
less infectious than adults (Nature, 7 May). The WHO released ‘Considerations for school-related public health
measures in the context of COVID-19’ to support decision makers and educators with a review of evidence.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Uniting Behind a People’s Vaccine
Against COVID-19
14 May 2020, UNAIDS
Ahead of the World Health Assembly,
global leaders called for a guarantee
that when a safe and effective
vaccine for the novel coronavirus is
developed, it is produced rapidly at
scale and made available to all
people in all countries for free.

Researchers in Senegal are
Developing a Coronavirus Test Kit to
Be Used Across Africa
11 May 2020, The World
The Pasteur Institute in Dakar and
British biotech Mologic are
developing a COVID-19 rapid
detection test kit that could be
available by early June and meet the
needs of remote populations.

Remdesivir Is ‘The Best That We
Have Right Now’ for COVID-19
May 11, 2020, Healio
The Infectious Disease Society of
America and the HIV Medicine
Association called for transparency
on the distribution of remdesivir, in
light of its recent approval for
emergency use. Earlier, pediatric
infectious disease physicians
had suggested remdesivir be used as

See also: AVAC and TAG Statement
on Ethical Conduct of SARS-CoV-2
Vaccine Challenge Studies
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Health Workers Become Unexpected
Targets during COVID-19
11 May 2020, The Economist
In addition to the challenges of
treating a new infection, health
workers around the world are facing
more violence, especially due to fear
and misinformation about the
pandemic, as well as more
psychological distress.
EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
Amid COVID-19,
Communities Continue
Fight against Other
Pandemics
11 May 2020, Reuters

The Global Fund’s Linda
Mafu notes how the work
communities are doing for
COVID-19 overlaps with
efforts for HIV, TB and
malaria.

See also: African Scientists Sense a
Once-In-A-Life Opportunity to Push
For Research Funding (Quartz)

the preferred antiviral for children
with severe illness.

Over 300 Lawmakers Worldwide
Urge IMF, World Bank to Cancel
Poor Countries' Debt
13 May 2020, Reuters

Brazil’s Pandemic Is Just Beginning
10 May 2020, The Atlantic

Brazil is set to be hit hard by the
pandemic and faces compounded
In a letter to the World Bank and the challenges of high inequality.
IMF, more than 300 parliamentarians Socioeconomic disparities in the
from around the world urged debt
country are affecting viral
cancellation for low-income countries transmission as well as the broader
amid concern that the pandemic will impact of the pandemic.
devastate developing countries and
See also: COVID-19 in Brazil: “So
emerging economies.
what?” (The Lancet Editorial)

A Wake-Up Call: COVID-19
and its impact on
children's health and
wellbeing

Opinion: How to prevent
the 2020s from becoming
a lost decade for children

12 May 2020, Lancet Global
Health

Chief Executive of Save the
Children UK, Kevin Watkins
discusses critical steps to
protect children from
COVID-19 and its
downstream impacts on
poverty, health and wellbeing.
Access to Lifesaving
Medical Resources for
African Countries: COVID19 testing and response

The Problem with
Predicting Coronavirus
Apocalypse in Africa

UNICEF Executive Director
Henrietta H. Fore presents
six areas of focus to protect
the health and well-being
of children and mothers in
the context of COVID-19.
COVID-19 Testing: Lessons
from the HIV testing
experience

7 May 2020, Al Jazeera

13 May 2020, Health Affairs

The authors argue that
predicting harsh COVID-19
outcomes in Africa ignores
the region’s experience
with infectious diseases
and “epidemiological
know-how”.

The authors note lessons
from the HIV program
experience that are
relevant to SARS-CoV-2 and
provide recommendations
to promote widespread
testing.

11 May 2020, Devex

Women Are on the COVID19 Frontline – We must
give them the support
they need
11 May 2020, The Guardian

UN’s Humanitarian Chief
Mark Lowcock and UNFPA
Executive Director Natalia
Kanem discuss the
disproportionate impact of
COVID-19 on women.
COVID-19 Shines Spotlight
on Race and Gender
Inequities in Healthcare

7 May 2020, The Lancet

12 May 2020, New Security
Beat

Global health experts warn
against slow and
inadequate access to new
COVID-19 diagnostics and
treatments in sub-Saharan
Africa.

As an event at the Wilson
Center on the impact of
COVID-19 on inequity,
speakers highlighted
barriers faced by women
and girls.

AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ UNAIDS featured the coordinated work of United Nations entities in South Africa to support government and
community responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.
▪ WHO’s 2020 World Health Statistics that showed low-income countries reported biggest gains in life
expectancy; one critical driver was improved access to services to prevent and treat HIV, malaria and TB.
▪ United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects released its mid-2020 report projecting that the
global economy will lose nearly $8.5 trillion in output over the next two years due to COVID-19.
▪ United Nations on Monday held a policy discussion on a range of multilateral solutions for COVID-19 response
as well as getting back on track toward the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
▪ United Nations partners are working to address stigma, discrimination and xenophobia during the pandemic.
▪ UNODC, WHO, UNAIDS and OHCHR released a statement on prisons and the vulnerability to COVID-19.
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Early Estimates of the Indirect Effects of the COVID-19
Characteristics and Outcomes of Children with
Pandemic on Maternal and Child Mortality in Low- and
Coronavirus Disease 2019 Infection Admitted to US and
Middle-Income Countries: A modelling study
Canadian Pediatric Intensive Care Units
12 May 2020, The Lancet Global Health
11 May 2020, JAMA Pediatrics
The researchers modelled three scenarios to estimate
maternal and under-5 child deaths resulting from COVID19’s disruption of health systems and decreased access to
food. The least severe scenario over six months showed
253,500 additional child deaths and 12,200 additional
maternal deaths and the most severe showed 1,157,000
child and 56,700 maternal additional deaths.
Triple Combination of Interferon Beta-1b, Lopinavir–
Ritonavir, and Ribavirin in the Treatment of Patients
Admitted to Hospital with COVID-19: An open-label,
randomised, phase 2 trial

This cross-sectional study in the US and Canada describes
characteristics of children with severe COVID-19. In
general, children admitted to intensive care units in this
group had comorbidities. In the group of 48 children, 40
(83%) had preexisting medical conditions, 35 (73%)
presented with respiratory symptoms, 18 (38%) required
invasive ventilation. See also: New York Times, Medscape
HIV and Food Insecurity: A syndemic amid the COVID-19
pandemic
8 May 2020, AIDS and Behavior

8 May 2020, The Lancet
A phase 2 randomised trial assessed a combination
therapy with lopinavir-ritonavir, ribavirin and interferon
beta-1b among hospitalized COVID-19 patients in Hong
Kong. Results showed significantly shorter median time
to a negative SARS-CoV-2 test with the triple combination
versus the control. See also: Commentary

The health, social and economic impacts of COVID-19
may interfere with the availability of nutritionally
adequate and safe foods. Food insecurity is already an
issue for people living with HIV and the pandemic may
exacerbate concerns.

New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Community-based health care,
Framework for Healthcare Systems
Global HIV Prevention Working
including outreach and campaigns, in Providing Non-COVID-19 Clinical
Group: Briefs on HIV prevention
the context of COVID-19
Care During the COVID-19 Pandemic during COVID-19
May 2020

12 May 2020

April 2020

This guidance by the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies, WHO and UNICEF
outlines the role of community-based
care to maintain essential services
and respond to COVID-19.

The CDC released a framework for
the delivery of non-COVID clinical
care during the COVID-19 pandemic,
balancing need for health services
with minimizing risks to patients and
healthcare workers.

Responding to COVID-19 in Africa:
Using data to find a balance

Balancing the COVID-19 Response
with Wider Health Needs: Key
decision-making considerations for
low- and middle-income countries

The Global HIV Prevention Coalition
released briefs on HIV prevention
during COVID-19, addressing: (a)
supply and demand generation for
condoms, (b) maintaining prevention
services, and (c) lessons from HIV
prevention for COVID-19 prevention
in low- and middle-income countries.
Country Updates on Policy and
Practice Adaptations from Zambia
and Sierra Leone

5 May 2020

The Partnership for Evidence-Based
Response to COVID-19 (PERC)
presents findings from a survey
conducted in 20 African countries and
provides guidance to governments
and decision-makers on using data to
make informed decisions.
Protecting the Vulnerable: COVID-19
Update No. 25

8 May 2020

Center for Global Development (CGD)
presents trade-offs and
recommendations for decision
makers balancing a spectrum of
health needs during the pandemic.
Sierra Leone: COVID-19 guidance on
comprehensive HIV service delivery

8 May 2020

May 2020

This update from WHO’s EPI-WIN
focuses on vulnerable populations,
including those with conditions that
require sustained treatment.

Sierra Leone’s National HIV/AIDS
Control Programme released
guidelines on continuing to provide
HIV services during the pandemic.

WEBINAR 12 May 2020

ICAP at Columbia University and DSD
hosted a discussion of program
adaptations in Zambia and Sierra
Leone in the context of COVID-19
with government officials and
program managers.
Promoting Health Equity, Gender
and Ethnic Equality, and Human
Rights in COVID-19 Responses: Key
considerations
UPDATED 5 May 2020

PAHO presents considerations and
resources to develop equitable
national COVID-19 efforts.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• 19 May 2020: The ICAP and DSD series on differentiated service delivery and COVID-19 will continue with
interventions to support uninterrupted treatment during lockdown. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More

Issue 3: 8 May 2020
COVID-19 AND THE HIV RESPONSE
A COVID-19 Conference at AIDS 2020: Virtual
30 April 2020, The Lancet
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, AIDS 2020 will be a
virtual conference on 6–10 July 2020. The International
AIDS Society and partners will focus on HIV science and
the theme of resilience. The final day will be the IAS
Virtual COVID-19 Conference on COVID-19 research,
policy and frontline experience.
UNAIDS Urges Countries to Stay Focused on HIV
Prevention during the COVID-19 Pandemic
6 May 2020, Press Release
Three new documents by UNAIDS and partners look at
how to maintain and prioritize HIV prevention, including
measures to address violence against women and
children, maintain supply chains and sustain livelihoods.

New Platform for a Coordinated Response against
COVID-19 Launched in Central African Republic
1 May 2020, Press release
In the Central African Republic, civil society organizations
launched "Solidarity for Action", a new platform to
ensure mobilization and coordinated actions for the
continued access to services for HIV, TB and malaria as
well as respect for human rights.
Demand for Coronavirus Tests Raises Concerns Over HIV
and Malaria
1 May 2020, The Guardian
There are fears that the rush for expanding coronavirus
testing will come at the cost of producing testing kits for
HIV, tuberculosis and malaria.

U.K. Lockdown Has ‘Broken HIV Chain’ With Huge
Reduction in New STI Cases
1 May 2020, Forbes
UK-based sexual health advocates are reporting a
reduction in new sexually transmitted infections. This
could be due to strict movement restrictions during the
lockdown period.
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
More reports and conversations on an inflammatory
syndrome among children related to SARS-CoV-2
The global community is continuing to learn more about
inflammatory symptoms similar to the Kawasaki
syndrome that were observed in children. According to a
news briefing last week, the WHO is investigating links
between the syndrome and coronavirus in children.
On Monday, a New York City bulletin asked doctors to
report cases and mentioned 15 such cases among
children, ages 2 to 15, in the city. By May 5, a health
advisory noted 64 potential cases in New York State.
Some doctors are calling it “paediatric multisystem
inflammatory syndrome.” The cause of the syndrome and
reasons for variation are still unclear. See: New York
Times, Washington Post
In the UK, the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child
Health published a working definition of the syndrome,
noting possible symptoms and diagnostic information
known so far.
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Global research collaboration to
identify crucial clinical strategies for
people living with COVID-19 and HIV
29 April 2020, Press Release
A multi-country study by the Kirby
Institute at UNSW Sydney and funded
by Unitaid and ViiV Healthcare will
determine risk factors for COVID-19
among people living with HIV.
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Tuberculosis Can Backslide To 2013
Levels, New Study Reveals
6 May 2020, Devex
Tuberculosis cases could increase by
up to 11 per cent globally between
2020 and 2025 under a 3-month
lockdown, according to modelling by
the Stop TB Partnership.
Development Heavyweights Back
Bigger Role for DFIs in COVID-19
Response
4 May 2020, Devex
European development finance
institutions (DFIs) need more
resources and policies to better
support the private sector in Africa
through the COVID-19 crisis. See also:
Virus 'could undo 30 years of UK's
international development work'.

A Shadow Medical Safety Net, Stretched to the Limit
6 May 2020, New York Times
Community health centers in the U.S. serve vulnerable,
populations, including people living with HIV. These small
centers are even more strained during this pandemic. See
also: ‘How a Crowded Clinic [in South Africa] Makes It
Work during COVID-19’
Uncertainty on SARS-CoV-2 transmission among
children
While governments across the world consider reopening
schools, the evidence around children’s susceptibility to
the SARS-CoV-2 infection and their rates of transmission
remains unclear.
In one study, published in Science, data from Wuhan and
Shanghai in China suggests children were about a third as
susceptible to the infection as adults but when schools
were open, their increased exposure evened out that
difference in risk. Some epidemiologists suggest that
schools should be kept closed. See: New York Times
According to experts, research on the impact of the novel
coronavirus on children needs to continue even after
schools open to understand transmission events in realtime. See: Science
UNESCO, UNICEF, WFP and World Bank issued guidelines
on the safe reopening of schools and noted documented
adverse effects of school closures on safety and learning.

Study to Determine Incidence of
Novel Coronavirus Infection in U.S.
Children Begins
4 May 2020, Press Release
The now-enrolling HEROS study from
the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAID) will help
determine the rate of SARS-CoV-2
infections in U.S children and family.
Exclusive: Virus exposes gaping
holes in Africa’s health systems
7 May 2020, Reuters
A Reuters survey of 48 countries in
Africa highlight the shortage of
critical care infrastructure and gaps in
testing in the context of COVID-19.
South Africa’s Mass Screening Helps
Stem the Coronavirus Tide
5 May 2020, Financial Times
South Africa’s active case finding
approach, drawn from the country’s
experiences with HIV and TB, differs
from most European governments
who have relied on citizens reporting
for tests and then tracing contacts.

World leaders pledge billions for
research into coronavirus vaccine
4 May 2020, Euro News
The European Union led a pledging
event that raised €7.5 for COVID-19
research, which will be spent over
the next two years to support
promising initiatives across the
world. See also: UN News
Combating Coronavirus
5 May 2020, Financial Times
This special report describes efforts
to ensure fair access to new COVID19 vaccines and treatments in lowincome countries and to address the
threat of antimicrobial resistance.
President Trump Announces
Remdesivir Authorized for
Emergency COVID-19 Treatment
1 May 2020, HIV.gov
The investigational drug remdesivir
was authorized by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration to treat adults
and children hospitalized with severe
COVID-19. President Trump’s
remarks also mentioned ‘Ending the
HIV Epidemic: A Plan for America’.

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
Listen: Things can change
in an instant
5 May 2020, The Atlantic

What Asian Nations Know
About Squashing Covid-19
3 May 2020, CNN

COVID-19 Exposes Global
‘Frailties and Inequalities’
3 May 2020, UN News

We Must Act Together to
Beat COVID-19 In Africa
1 May 2020, UN DESA

Gregg Gonsalves, an
epidemiologist and AIDS
activist, describes parallels

Professor Jeffrey Sachs
highlights lessons for the
U.S. and other regions from

UN Secretary-General
Amina Mohammed
discusses the compounding

Winnie Byanyima of
UNAIDS recommends
COVID-19 approaches for

between HIV/AIDS in the
1980s and 1990s and
today’s pandemic.

countries in the Asia Pacific
that have successfully
controlled the pandemic.

threats, calling COVID-19 a
health, humanitarian and
development emergency.

Ethiopia’s Prime Minister
Calls on Developed
Countries to Help Africa
through COVID-19
3 May 2020, World
Economic Forum

Modi Government’s
Targeting of Minorities for
COVID Repeats Old
Mistakes of HIV Pandemic
2 May 2020, The Caravan

COVID-19 Crisis Underlines
Value of African Research
Investment
5 May 2020, Science
Business

Africa, drawing on HIV
experiences in communityled services and prioritizing
human rights.
COVID-19: Shining the light
on Africa
5 May 2020, American
Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene

With consideration of the
The European and
This editorial describes the
Ethiopian Prime Minister
effects of stigma in the
Developing Countries
current landscape and
Abiy Ahmed calls for debt
initial years of the HIV
Clinical Trials Partnership
successes of the COVID-19
relief and financial aid to
epidemic, India should note (EDCTP) issued grants in 37 response in Africa, and
support Africa’s COVID-19
the stigmatization of
African countries. Its
describes tools and
response and mitigate the
minority communities in
director describes the role
approaches for regional
impact of shutdowns.
the COVID-19 response.
of these investments.
and global partners.
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ The Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) allocated US$195.84 million to 64 of the world’s poorest
countries with reported cases of COVID-19.
▪ The ‘Protect Our Children’ initiative was launched by the European Union, Group of Latin America and the
Caribbean (GRULAC) and members of the Group of Friends of Children and the SDGs.
▪ UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti is mobilizing a rapid research response covering reviews of evidence,
education analysis, and social and economic policies.
▪ UNFPA launched a campaign to highlight the impact of COVID-19 on midwifery and maternal health.
▪ OCHA released South Africa’s emergency appeal for the pandemic, including its impact on people with HIV.
▪ UN officials highlighted the situation in Malawi and warned that the pandemic could have a disastrous toll in
the country. See also: Stories from the field
▪ UNAIDS featured a civil society organization that is ensuring access to ART during the outbreak in Indonesia.
▪ There has been a 70 to 80 per cent reduction in shipments for vaccines since late March and help is urgently
needed for vaccine distribution, according to UNICEF.
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Report 19: The Potential Impact of the COVID-19
The Potential Impact of Interruptions to HIV Services: A
Epidemic on HIV, TB and Malaria in Low- and MiddleModelling Case Study for South Africa
Income Countries
27 April 2020, Preprint
1 May 2020, Imperial College London
According to this modelling study in South Africa, the
Researchers modelled the impact of COVID-19 on HIV, TB numbers of deaths caused by HIV could increase
and malaria in low- and middle-income countries and
substantially if the COVID-19 epidemic leads to
predicted significant rises in cases and deaths. The
interruptions in the availability of HIV services. The paper
greatest impact on HIV is estimated to be from
compares COVID-19 mortality with predicted HIV-related
interruption to supply and administering of ART; this
mortality that are additional based on possible
could cause a 10 per cent rise in deaths over five years.
interruptions in HIV services.
Children with Covid-19 in Pediatric Emergency
The anti‐HIV Drug Nelfinavir Mesylate (Viracept) is a
Departments in Italy
Potent Inhibitor of Cell Fusion Caused by the SARS‐CoV‐
1 May 2020, New England Journal of Medicine
2 Spike (S) Glycoprotein Warranting further Evaluation
as an Antiviral against COVID‐19 infections
In this correspondence about the Coronavirus Infection in
6 May 2020, Journal of Medical Virology
Pediatric Emergency Departments (CONFIDENCE) study,
the author describes a cohort of 100 children with COVID- A study on the impact of nelfinavir mesylate (brand name
19 who were assessed between March 3 and March 27 in Viracept), a protease inhibitor developed for HIV, showed
paediatric emergency departments in Italy.
positive results in limiting the spread of the SARS-CoV-2.
COVID-19 pandemic in the African continent: Forecasts
Coronavirus Infections in Children Including COVID-19
of cumulative cases, new infections, and mortality
An Overview of the Epidemiology, Clinical Features,
28 April 2020, Preprint
Diagnosis, Treatment, Prevention Options in Children
May 2020, The Pediatrics Infectious Disease Journal
This pandemic model for Africa is intended to help
policymakers and healthcare systems prepare for the
In this review, the authors summarize characteristics and
outbreak by forecasting new cases and mortality rates in
treatment and prevention options for coronavirus
the region. See also: Yale News
infections with a focus on infections in children.
New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
BHIVA COVID-19 interim adult
Dashboard: An analysis of COVID-19 Synthesized Guidance for COVID-19
antiretroviral guidance
funding in West and Central Africa
Message Development
1 May 2020
7 May 2020
UPDATED 1 May 2020
The British HIV Association (BHIVA),
Devex is tracking and analyzing
Breakthrough ACTION, a project
the professional body of HIV
COVID-19-related pledges and
funded by USAID, compiled resources
clinicians in the UK, issued additional relevant funding announcements
from WHO, UNICEF, CDC and
treatment guidelines during the
directed to countries in West and
academic resources in this message
pandemic and lockdown.
Central Africa.
guide for COVID-19.

Interim Guidance on Public Health
and Social Measures for COVID-19
Preparedness and Response in Low
Capacity and Humanitarian Settings

COVID-19: 4 Ways to Keep Gender in
Focus

Dashboard: COVID-19 Racial
Disparities in U.S. Counties

1 May 2020

2 May 2020

This brief from the Partnership to
Inspire, Transform and Connect the
HIV response (PITCH) describes four
different areas where gender, HIV
and COVID-19 intersect and how
communities can respond.

amfAR released a dashboard based
on its paper showing how
disproportionately black counties in
the U.S. are bearing the brunt of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Provision of Family Planning
Services During COVID-19 –
Considerations for DSD

The power—and pitfalls—of
modeling for COVID-19 and HIV

WEBINAR 5 May 2020

AVAC hosted a discussion on current
COVID-19 models, and the benefits
and limitations of mathematical
models as they apply to both COVID19 and HIV prevention.

COVID-19 Expert Series: Child and
Adolescent Health with Zulfi Buttha
VIDEO 27 April 2020
Every Woman Every Child spoke with
Zulfiqar Bhutta of the International
Pediatric Association about the
health and well-being of children and
adolescents during the pandemic.

6 May 2020

The Inter-Agency Standing
Committee outlines key measures to
reduce the risk of COVID-19 spread
and its impact, adapted for use in low
capacity and humanitarian settings.

This webinar from ICAP at Columbia
University’s HIV Coverage, Quality,
and Impact Network (CQUIN) project
discussed sexual and reproductive
services during COVID-19.

WEBINAR 7 May 2020

UPCOMING EVENTS
• 12 May 2020: The CQUIN project’s series on differentiated service delivery and COVID-19 will continue with
country updates from Zambia and Sierra Leonne. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More

Issue 2: 1 May 2020
COVID-19 AND THE HIV RESPONSE
South Africa's HIV Failures Cost More Than 300,000
Lives. This Painful Past Is Helping in COVID-19 Fight.
29 April 2020, CNN
In South Africa, the COVID-19 response draws on the
country’s history with the HIV epidemic. The response
includes a strict lockdown as well as around 35,000
government and PEPFAR supported health workers
conducting screening in communities.

Sustained HIV and TB Care Good for COVID-19 Fight
30 April 2020, New Frame
As the pandemic grows in South Africa, experts are calling
on the government to ensure tuberculosis (TB) and HIV
screenings and treatment efforts are intensified. See also:
High Percentage of HIV-Positive People Skipping
Treatment over COVID-19 Fears

COVID-19 Rapidly Reshaping HIV Services Around the
World
27 April 2020, Aidsmap

UK Sexual Health Services Are Being Decimated by
COVID-19
23 April 2020, Aidsmap

Global experts speaking at International AIDS Society
(IAS) webinars last week noted the challenges of HIV
provision during the COVID-19 pandemic including the
supply of antiretroviral therapy (ART) and needs of
vulnerable populations. Another webinar discussion
highlighted the impact of HIV clinic closures and the
inequitable distribution of technology (MedPage Today).

A survey conducted by the British Association for Sexual
Health and HIV (BASHH) found that in-person services in
the UK for people seeking HIV testing, treatment and
PrEP as well as other sexual health services drastically
shrunk since the beginning of the pandemic.

How COVID-19 Response Disrupted Health Services In
Rural India
24 April 2020, Mint

As Coronavirus Bears Down, Zimbabwe's HIV Crisis
Worsens
26 April 2020, Global Press Journal

Data from the Indian Ministry of Health suggest that the
provision of health services declined in rural areas;
among gaps in other services, HIV testing rates fell.

A report from Zimbabwe discusses fears of people living
with HIV in the country. Existing gaps and challenges in
HIV testing stand to be exacerbated by the pandemic.

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS AND CHILDREN
Emerging reports of an inflammatory condition among children potentially related to SARS-CoV-2
On Sunday, doctors in the United Kingdom reported cases of children with abdominal pain, gastrointestinal symptoms
and cardiac inflammation. This has been observed in children with confirmed Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)
positive SARS-CoV-2 infection as well as children who are PCR negative. An alert issued by NHS England noted the
“growing concern” on a coronavirus-related inflammatory syndrome in children and advised urgent treatment. The
symptoms are similar to features of toxic shock syndrome and Kawasaki disease. See:
● At least 12 UK children have needed intensive care due to illness linked to Covid-19 (The Guardian, 27 Apr)
Clinicians in northern Italy soon reported extraordinary numbers of young children under age 9 with severe cases of
Kawasaki disease, which is more commonly seen in Asia. This week, paediatric cases of inflammatory symptoms have

been reported from at least six countries. Experts are investigating possible links between the coronavirus and these
symptoms. To note, this syndrome is rare and most children with COVID-19 have mild symptoms. See:
● More cases of rare syndrome in children reported globally (The Guardian, 29 Apr)
● COVID-19 complication seen in children is 'rare', WHO says (Reuters, 29 Apr)
● Coronavirus & Kawasaki disease in children: It’s an intriguing but unproven link (The Conversation, 29 Apr)
● Coronavirus: 'My son had symptoms of rare syndrome' (BBC, 28 Apr)
Evidence on SARS-CoV-2 transmission among children is uncertain
Doctors are increasingly agreeing that children are less vulnerable to COVID-19, seeing fewer cases and
hospitalizations due to the virus in this population. These data are a welcome sign for decision makers who are
considering reopening schools as the first step in refreshing country economies. See:
● Consensus is emerging that children are less vulnerable to coronavirus (The Wall Street Journal, 27 Apr)
● Children unlikely to transmit coronavirus, says study cited in push to reopen schools (The Guardian, 26 Apr)
Meanwhile, a new paper (preprint) from the Institute of Virology at Charité in Germany reports no significant
differences in SARS-CoV-2 viral loads between children and adults. The researchers noted that this means children
may be as infectious as adults and advised caution in reopening schools. See:
● New reports on virus in kids fuel uncertainty on schools (Bloomberg, 30 Apr)
GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
Millions Had Risen Out of Poverty.
Coronavirus Is Pulling Them Back
30 April 2020, The New York Times
In the wake of the pandemic, the
world will see an increase in global
poverty. The World Bank estimates
that sub-Saharan Africa will see its
first recession in 25 years and South
Asia will likely experience its worst
economic performance in 40 years.

ViiV Unveils £3m Fund to Study
Impact of COVID19 on HIV
Community
28 April 2020, PharmaTimes
ViiV Healthcare set up a new GBP£3
million fund to support research for
COVID-19 and HIV as well as to
support community-based activities
that address specific challenges faced
by people living with HIV.

‘Where are all our patients?’: COVID phobia keeping
people with serious heart symptoms away from ERs
24 April 2020, STAT News
There is growing concern about the downstream impacts
of COVID-19. Clinicians fear that patients are dying at
home to avoid risking exposure to SARS-CoV-2 in
hospitals.

Gates Foundation to Concentrate on
Coronavirus
27 April 2020, Financial Times
The Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation will now focus primarily
on the COVID-19 pandemic. “We’ve
taken an organization that was
focused on HIV and malaria and polio
eradication, and almost entirely
shifted it to work on this,” Bill Gates
stated. See also: Axios and The Hill

Niger Reports New Polio Outbreak
24 April 2020, WHO Africa
Two children were infected by polio in Niger, signaling a
new outbreak. WHO and partners had earlier announced
that polio vaccination activities were halted until at least
June 1 due to COVID-19. See also: Associated Press

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Multiple results from trials on remdesivir

Global momentum on a vaccine for SARS-CoV-2

Early results of a federal trial with 1063 patients
hospitalized with advanced COVID-19 suggested that
treatment with remdesivir can shorten the time to
recovery, which averaged 11 days among those who
received treatment compared to 15 days with placebo.

UK Researchers Should Know by July If Coronavirus
Vaccine Is Effective
30 April 2020, CNBC
A vaccine from the Jenner Institute and the Oxford
Vaccine Group entered phase one trials last week.
AstraZeneca representatives noted that they expect to
know more about efficacy by July. See also: BBC video

Meanwhile, a randomized, placebo-controlled trial in
China was inconclusive about the benefits of remdesivir.
There was no significant difference in time to clinical
improvement or mortality at 28 days among hospitalized
patients with severe COVID-19 in the treatment group
versus the control. The results were published in The
Lancet along with a commentary on the challenges of
underpowered studies.
Gilead Sciences issued a press release with results from a
Phase III clinical trial comparing the efficacy of 5-day and
10-day treatment courses of remdesivir. Both treatment
courses had a similar time to recovery; there were no
reports of comparisons with a control group.
See:
● U.S. Explores Emergency-Use Approval for
Gilead Drug After Study Found It Helped
Recovery from COVID-19 (The Wall Street
Journal, 30 Apr)

Trump’s ‘Operation Warp Speed’ Aims to Rush
Coronavirus Vaccine
29 April 2020, Bloomberg
The Trump administration is pulling together
pharmaceutical companies, government agencies and the
military to accelerate vaccine development with a goal of
having 300 million doses of a vaccine by January.
US Stays Away as World Leaders Agree Action on
COVID-19 Vaccine
24 April 2020, The Guardian
Global leaders with the WHO pledged to accelerate
cooperation on COVID-19 vaccine development. The
European Commission will host a virtual summit on May
4 to raise EUR€8 billion for the initiative.
Prime Minister Announces New Support For COVID-19
Medical Research and Vaccine Development

●

Remdesivir Now 'Standard of Care' for COVID19, Fauci Says (Medscape, 29 Apr)

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS
The Fight against AIDS Has Shaped
How Potential COVID-19 Drugs Will
Reach Patients
29 April 2020, The Washington Post

23 April 2020, Office of the Prime Minister
The Government of Canada announced more than CA$1
billion for a COVID-19 medical research strategy.

Three Lessons from Past Epidemics
that Will Help India Fight COVID-19
29 April 2020, The Wire

Africa’s COVID-19 Response Is a
Glimpse of How Things Could Be
Different
30 April 2020, Financial Times

The legacy of HIV/AIDS activism has
shaped access to experimental drugs
and allowed them to reach COVID-19
patients sooner, according to legal
historian Marie-Amélie George.

India’s Former Union Secretary of
Health K. Sujatha Rao picks lessons
from the HIV epidemic for the COVID19 response: do not panic, ensure
equitable services and formulate
policies based on evidence.

HIV in the Era of COVID-19: Why
experts are concerned about an
increase in cases
29 April 2020, ABC News

Low Coronavirus Testing in Africa
Leads to Blind Spots: Africa CDC
chief
30 April 2020, Devex

Countries in Africa, in spite of
budgetary constraints, have been
well coordinated and effective. While
it is still early, there are lessons for
others from Africa’s COVID-19
response that builds on its
experience with previous epidemics.
The TB Epidemic Teaches Us the
Battle against Covid-19 Won't Be
Won in Hospitals Alone
30 April 2020, The Guardian

The closure of free HIV clinics and
needle exchange programmes that
once helped lower HIV rates in the
U.S. can hurt progress and reverse
trends in HIV.

John Nkengasong, director of the
Africa Center for Disease Control
(CDC), warns that the low confirmed
cases of the coronavirus in the region
could be because the full impact is
still hidden. The CDC will focus on
scaling up testing.

The key innovation of the global
response to TB was a communitybased approach. COVID-19 similarly
needs community testing, building
trust and providing support for the
economic and social risks of the
pandemic.

Limiting the Spread of COVID-19 in
Africa: One size mitigation strategies
do not fit all countries
28 April 2020, Lancet Global Health

When Pandemics Collide
24 April 2020, The Lancet

The Time is Now: Expedited HIV
differentiated service delivery
during the COVID‐19 pandemic
23 April 2020, Journal of the
International AIDS Society

Drawing on the experience of early
imported COVID-19 cases in Africa,
this commentary notes
considerations for decision makers in
implementing prevention and
treatment approaches.

This editorial draws on evidence
published in the last month to
suggest that HIV and COVID-19 are
on a collision course. The potential
impact of SARS-CoV-2 on people
living with HIV and on health systems
in settings with high HIV burdens is
becoming a major concern.

This commentary urges accelerating
access to differentiated service
delivery (DSD) for people living with
HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic
and presents considerations to do so.

AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS
▪ The WHO announced the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, a new global collaboration that aims to
speed global research and production efforts for critical COVID-19 drugs, tests, and vaccines. (WHO)
▪ The new ‘A UN framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19’ sets out strategies to
address the social and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The UN’s socio-economic recovery
efforts will be led by UNDP.
▪ Greta Thunberg and non-governmental organization Human Act launched a child rights campaign to support
UNICEF’s efforts in the COVID-19 pandemic. This includes protecting children from food shortages, strained
healthcare systems, violence and lost education. (UNICEF and Reuters)
▪ According to new data from UNFPA, the number of women and girls who face violence, child marriages,
unintended pregnancies and other harmful practice is set to skyrocket due to the pandemic. (UN News)
▪ UNAIDS featured the work of associations of people living with HIV supporting HIV treatment adherence
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Pakistan. (UNAIDS)
▪ The Global Financing Facility (GFF) warned of a secondary global health crisis, especially in low- and lowermiddle income countries, due to disruptions in access to health and nutrition services. (GFF)
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Antibody Responses To SARS-CoV-2 in Patients With
Atypical Presentation Of COVID-19 in Young Infants
COVID-19
27 April 2020, The Lancet
29 April 2020, Nature Medicine
In a new report from France about five infants (aged <3
This study suggests people exposed to SARS-CoV-2 show
months) with COVID-19, the authors noted neurologic
an antibody response, supporting more serological
symptoms at admission among four of them. They
testing. Researchers noted that all COVID-19 patients in
recommend that infants younger than 3 months with
the study tested positive for antiviral immunoglobulin-G
isolated fever be tested for SARS-CoV-2 and monitored.
(IgG) within 19 days of symptom onset.

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) Infection in Children and Adolescents: A
systematic review
22 April 2020, JAMA Pediatrics

Presenting Characteristics, Comorbidities, and
Outcomes Among 5700 Patients Hospitalized With
COVID-19 in the New York City Area
22 April 2020, JAMA

In this systematic review of 18 studies with 1065
participants, most children with SARS-CoV-2 infection
presented with mild symptoms and recovered within one
to two weeks. Symptomatic children generally only
required supportive care.

In this case series with 5700 patients hospitalized with
COVID-19 in the New York City area, relatively few were
living with HIV (0.8%). The most common comorbidities
were hypertension, obesity and diabetes.

Epidemiology and Transmission of COVID-19 in 391
Cases and 1286 of Their Close Contacts in Shenzhen,
China: A retrospective cohort study
27 April 2020, Lancet Infectious Diseases

Multicenter Initial Guidance on Use of Antivirals for
Children with COVID-19/SARS-Cov-2
22 April 2020, Journal of the Pediatric Infectious Diseases
Society

With data from 391 SARS-CoV-2 cases and 1286 close
contacts in China, the researchers estimated metrics of
disease transmission. The secondary attack rate did not
defer by age; children are at a similar risk of infection to
the general population, although they are less likely to
have severe symptoms.

This panel suggests a decision-making framework for
paediatric antiviral therapy for COVID-19 based on
disease severity. While acknowledging that supportive
care is generally adequate, the panel suggests remdesivir
as the preferred agent when an antiviral is needed. This
guidance should be updated as new evidence emerge.

New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Blog: Assessing the Needs of Young
Key Populations During COVID-19
Outbreak In Asia and The Pacific
30 April 2020

Living Under Lockdown: Girls and
COVID-19
30 April 2020

This post shares preliminary findings
of the survey by the Interagency Task
Team on Young Key Populations
(YKPs) in Asia and the Pacific.
PEPFAR Technical Guidance in
Context of COVID-19 Pandemic
UPDATED 29 April 2020

A report by Plan International
highlights the potential long-lasting
consequences of abuse, neglect, fear
and hunger for girls worldwide in the
context of COVID-19.
4 Ways HIV Programs Can Go Online
to Mitigate COVID-19 Impact
29 April 2020

This week’s updates can be found in
the sections on telehealth,
adolescents living with HIV, and faith
and community organizations.

Experts from FHI360 spotlight digital
response strategies that can be used
to mitigate the impact of COVID-19
on providing HIV services.

Interim Guidelines on the Provision
of HIV Prevention and Care Services
in the Context of the COVID-19
Outbreak in Tanzania

Eswatini: Guidance on the provision
of chronic care during the COVID-19
pandemic
22 April 2020

The National AIDS Control
Programme in Tanzania released
guidelines for providers to continue
HIV services during the pandemic.
COVID-19 and Global Inequality
WEBINAR 28 April 2020

This memo from Eswatini’s Director
of Health Services to health facilities
includes guidelines on continuing to
provide HIV care and treatment.
Updates on Policy and Practice
Adaptations from Ministries of
Health (Eswatini and Liberia)
WEBINAR 28 April 2020

In this webinar from The New School
and Health Policy Watch, global
health leaders discussed how COVID19 exposed inequalities in access to
medical care, employment and
countries’ abilities to protect their
citizens.

The International Treatment
Preparedness Coalition in
collaboration, ICAP at Columbia
University and the DSD Initiative
hosted a discussion on policy changes
and health system adaptations in
Eswatini and Liberia.

Tweet: 8 Ways Governments Can
Support Children Living with HIV
During the Pandemic
30 April 2020
Social media graphics from UNICEF’s
HIV programme show how
governments can support children
living with HIV during the pandemic.
Interim Guidance for COVID-19 and
Persons with HIV
UPDATED 21 April 2020
The U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services provided updated
guidance for people living with HIV
and their health care providers
regarding COVID-19.
The Oxford Union: Winnie Byanyima
PODCAST 27 April 2020
UNAIDS Executive Director Winnie
Byanyima spoke of the lessons we
can learn from the HIV/AIDS
pandemic in this podcast with the
Oxford Union.
Test, test, test: COVID-19 and HIV
testing updates
WEBINAR 30 April 2020
This webinar from the International
AIDS Society included discussions on
global updates on COVID-19 testing,
strategies for HIV testing and
treatment and lessons learned from
the pandemic thus far.

UPCOMING EVENTS
●
●

5 May 2020: The HIV Coverage, Quality, and Impact Network (CQUIN) is hosting a discussion on the impact of
COVID-19 on the provision of family planning services. 8am ET | 2pm SAST >> More
6 May 2020: The International Association of Providers of AIDS Care (IAPAC) is hosting a virtual preconference for Adherence 2020 on continuity of HIV care during COVID-19. 12pm ET | 6pm SAST >> More
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COVID-19 AND THE HIV RESPONSE
Keeping HIV Treatment Available in Pakistan during
COVID-19
15 April 2020, UNAIDS

Community Networks Playing a Central Role in Ensuring
Access to HIV Treatment during India’s COVID-19
Lockdown
20 April 2020, Aidsmap

The Pakistan Common Management Unit for AIDS, TB and
Malaria, in collaboration with UNAIDS and other partners, Networks of people living with HIV have been critical in
is working to ensure uninterrupted supply of
ensuring access to antiretroviral therapy (ART) and
antiretroviral therapy for people living with HIV.
supporting service delivery during India’s strict COVID-19
lockdown.
What South Africa Learned from AIDS
16 April 2020, The Economist

Egypt: COVID-19 threatens treatment for HIV patients
22 April 2020, Human Rights Watch

Professor Salim Abdool Karim notes that South Africa’s
response to COVID-19 is building on lessons from the
HIV/AIDS response. This includes centering medical
experts in determining policy and increasing community
outreach.

In March, Egypt designated the country’s fever hospitals,
the only centers where people living with HIV can get
medication, as testing centers for Covid-19. HRW urges
Egyptian authorities to ensure that people living with HIV
can continue to safely access lifesaving medication.

GLOBAL IMPACT OF COVID-19
‘Will We Die of Hunger?’:
How COVID-19 lockdowns
imperil street children
15 April 2020
The Guardian
According to those working
with young people in Kenya
and elsewhere, children
who rely on the streets for
food and shelter are
exceptionally vulnerable
when cities lock down.

Children, Women
Casualties of Uganda's
Coronavirus Transport Ban
21 April 2020
Al Jazeera

The Pandemic’s Hidden
Victims: Sick or dying, but
not from the virus
20 April 2020
The New York Times

Coronavirus Spread
Triggers World Bank
Pandemic Bond Payout
20 April 2020
Reuters

Movement restriction
imposed to curb COVID-19
spread but critics say it left
no realistic provision for
emergency care.

The pressures of the
pandemic on the U.S.
health care system are
threatening treatment and
care for all patients,
especially those with
chronic illnesses.

The World Bank projected
an increase in global
poverty for the first time
since 1998 (POLITICO).
While allocations are yet to
be decided, the Bank
confirmed activation of the
Pandemic Emergency
Financing (PEF) facility.

See also: Uganda’s ‘Urban
Poor’ Fear Dying of Hunger
during COVID-19 Lockdown
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
Early Peek at Data on Gilead Coronavirus Drug Suggests
Patients Are Responding to Treatment
16 April 2020, STAT News
The University of Chicago Medicine recruited 125 people
with COVID-19 into Gilead’s two Phase 3 clinical trials. All
the patients were treated with daily infusions of
remdesivir. While there was no control group, early
results were positive.
See also: The latest update from WHO’s Information
Network for Epidemics (EPI-WIN) describing four
promising therapies included in the Solidarity Trial.

Physicians Launch HIV and COVID-19 Registry
16 April 2020, POZ
Physicians from the Institute of Human Virology at the
University of Maryland in Baltimore and Arizona Liver
Health in Chandler announced the launch of the CURE
(Coronavirus Under Research Exclusion) HIV-COVID
Database. The registry aims to better understand the
natural history of COVID-19 in people living with HIV, to
determine the effects of various treatments and to share
findings with providers around the world.

New Resources to Track the Impact of COVID-19 on HIV
Prevention Research
21 April 2020, AVAC

African Regulatory Agencies, Ethics Committees to
Expedite COVID-19 Clinical Trial Reviews
20 April 2020, WHO

AVAC has developed an infographic on COVID-19 effects
on key HIV prevention trials, a table with status updates
on ongoing and planned prevention trials, and a new
webpage dedicated to guidance from regulatory bodies
and research updates.

Under the platform of the African Vaccines Regulatory
Forum (AVAREF), national regulatory authorities and
national ethics committees from across Africa agreed to
combine their expertise to expedite clinical trial review
and approvals for new multinational preventive,
diagnostic and therapeutic interventions to COVID-19.

EDITORIALS AND OPINIONS

Busting Coronavirus Myths Will Take
More Than science: Lessons from an
AIDS study
17 April 2020, The Conversation
To tackle the proliferation of
misinformation about the pandemic,
Professor David Dickinson
recommends looking beyond
scientific messages and connecting to
the beliefs held in the community.
COVID-19 Will Hit Children Hard.
Here’s Why
17 April 2020, City Press
Kholofelo Mphahlele presents
evidence on the long-term impact of
trauma, such as living through the
pandemic, on children and how
South Africa’s response to COVID-19
will affect them.
AROUND THE UNITED NATIONS

Lockdowns Affecting HIV
Trials/Treatment in Africa
20 April 2020, MedPage Today
In this video interview, Dr. Rashida
Ferrand discusses her experiences
with the nationwide lockdown in
Zimbabwe and disruptions faced by
the HIV programme.

Africans Facing Coronavirus Must
Not Suffer the Injustices They Saw
with AIDS
18 April 2020, The Guardian
Drawing on her family’s experiences
with HIV/AIDS in Uganda, Lydia
Namubiru calls for ethical clinical
trials in African countries that does
not delay the continent’s access to
effective vaccine or treatment.

Prepare for Collateral Damage as
Devastating as the Virus
17 April 2020, The Washington Post

Are Children Forgotten in the
Response to the Pandemic?
20 April 2020, The Jakarta Post

The Post Editorial Board highlights
the potential for the SARS-CoV-2
virus to disrupt health care systems
and hinder treatments for other
conditions.

Esther Indriani advocates for an
integrated approach to COVID-19
that prioritizes continued health
services to vulnerable populations
like children.

▪

The COVID-19 pandemic will likely kill at least 300,000 Africans and risks pushing 29 million into extreme
poverty, according to the U.N. Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), which called for a $100 billion safety
net. (Reuters)
▪ UNICEF and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees pledged “to accelerate work to expand refugee
children's access to protection, education, clean water, and sanitation, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues
to spread across the globe.” (UN News and UPI)
▪ According to new figures from the World Food Programme (WFP), the lives and livelihoods of 265 million
people in low and middle-income countries, especially in Africa and the Middle East, will be under severe
threat unless swift action is taken to tackle the pandemic. (WFP Insight and The Guardian)
▪ Initial results from data collected as part of the United Nations’ 75th anniversary initiative (UN75) revealed
overwhelming support for international cooperation, especially after the start of the pandemic. (UN News)
RECENT RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
COVID-19 in Children in the United States
COVID-19 in Patients with HIV: Clinical case series
Journal of Public Health Management and Practice
The Lancet HIV
16 April 2020
15 April 2020
This study estimates that for each child who requires
A letter to the Lancet HIV presented preliminary findings
intensive care for COVID-19, there are 2,381 children with from an analysis of 543 COVID-19 patients in Barcelona.
infections. The authors recommend all state health
Of these, five were living with HIV. Their clinical
departments and the CDC to report confirmed COVID-19
characteristics, antiviral and antiretroviral treatment, and
cases in age-specific tables, using the standard 5-year age outcomes are described. (See also: COVID-19 in
groups for health surveillance.
Barcelona: first cases in people living with HIV reported)
Not a Luxury: A call to maintain sexual and reproductive
health in humanitarian and fragile settings during the
COVID-19 pandemic
The Lancet Global Health
21 April 2020
The Inter-Agency Working Group for Reproductive Health
in Crises suggests approaches to mitigate the impact of
COVID-19 on sexual and reproductive health in crisis and
in fragile settings.

The Burden of COVID-19 in People Living with HIV: A
syndemic perspective
AIDS and Behavior
18 April 2020
This paper presents a syndemic framework, including
considerations of the biological, behavioral, psychosocial
and structural drivers of disease, to conceptualize the
potential impact of COVID-19 among people living with
HIV in order to inform health programming services.

New resources for global, regional and country level practitioners working on HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic are
presented below. To find additional documents and join the discussion, visit: www.childrenandaids.org/covid19
RESOURCES
Questions and Answers for
Adolescents Living with HIV in Time
of COVID-19
UNICEF
This Q+A was developed by UNICEF
Eastern and Southern Africa Regional
Office in partnership with Y+ Global
and country-level networks of

Assessing the Needs of Young Key
Populations in Asia and the Pacific in
the Context of COVID-19
UNAIDS
The Interagency Task Team (IATT) on
young key populations (YKPs) in Asia
and the Pacific, a regional platform
composed of UN agencies and

Policy Brief: The impact of COVID-19
on children
UN
There are three main channels
through which children are affected
by COVID-19: infection with the virus;
the immediate socioeconomic
impacts of measures to stop

adolescents and young people living
with HIV (A&YPLHIV) in Eastern and
Southern Africa.

National Policies on Multi-Month
Supplies of HIV Medications
Georgetown University
The HIV Policy Lab at Georgetown
University released a tracker of
national policies on access to ART
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
COVID-19 Aftershocks
World Vision International
Based on research from the 2014-16
Ebola Outbreak in West Africa, this
report estimates the secondary
health impacts of COVID-19 on
children in the world’s poorest and
most fragile countries and makes
recommendations for the global
community.

Perspectives from Recipients of Care
During COVID-19
WEBINAR 21 April 2020
The International Treatment
Preparedness Coalition in
collaboration with ICAP at Columbia
University and the DSD Initiative of
the International AIDS Society hosted
a south-to-south discussion on
Differentiated Service Delivery and
the COVID-19 Response.
UPCOMING EVENTS
●

networks of YKP, launched a survey
to assess the needs and ability of
YKPs in accessing information,
medication and other HIV services
during the pandemic. The survey can
be found here.
Positive Living in the Time of COVID
GNP+

transmission of the virus and end the
pandemic; and the potential longerterm effects of delayed
implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

This April newsletter highlights how
young people living with HIV are
contributing to pandemic response
and includes resources for youth.

These videos and booklets are
tailored for community adolescent
treatment supports (CATS) and other
young people to understand COVID19 and learn how to talk about it.
COVID-19: What paediatric HIV
programmes need to know
WEBINAR 20 April 2020

COVID-19 and Its Impact on
Pregnancy and Potential Mother-tochild SARS-CoV-2 Viral Transmission
WEBINAR 15 April 2020
The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Foundation (EGPAF) hosted a
webinar on current research and
data on COVID-19 and pregnant
women living with HIV.

COVID-19 and HIV: Lessons learned
from healthcare workers around the
world
WEBINAR 21 April 2020
Two sessions from the IAS
Educational Fund included health
care worker perspectives from Brazil,
China, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Italy, Kenya, Mexico, Lebanon, South
Africa, United Kingdom and the
United States.

COVID-19 Resources
Africaid-Zvandiri

The Children and AIDS Learning
Collaborative hosted a discussion on
the basic science related to the SARSCoV-2 virus and HIV, emerging
research on children and pregnant
women in the context of COVID-19,
impact on HIV programmes for this
population and voices from health
care providers at the frontline of the
pandemic.
Africa: Confronting COVID-19
WEBINAR 22 April 2020
ICAP at Columbia University in
partnership with the Columbia Global
Centers in Nairobi and Tunis hosted a
webinar with a global discussion on
the SARS-CoV-2 virus as well as
programming updates from regions
in Africa.

28 April 2020: Kaiser Family Foundation and the Global Health Council will present a discussion on resource
mobilization in response to COVID-19 in low- and middle-income countries. 12:00-1:00 pm ET >> More

